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Menacing 


Shadows... 


a sharp, eye-opening dramatiza- 

tion of the biggest threat to 

American political, social and 
religious liberties. 


a motion picture 
which pinpoints the 
areas of American life 
under attack 
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OTe LATTE Ia Catholics to Christ 

16mm * 30 minutes * Sound, 8 & W 
Rental $15.00 
Write today for 


all aril] 


Film Department 
CHRIST’S MISSION, Inc. 


27 E. 22 St., New York 10, N. Y. 


YOU CAN HAVE THIS 
POWERFUL DRAMA AT 


NV. 0 YOUR OWN CHURCH 
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LOU etal 


FREE WILL OFFERING ONLY 


2—2000 ft. Reels 
1 hour, 45 min. 
— Sound 


* Write immediately for booking. 
* Be sure and give alternate dates. 
* We have five prints available. 


CHRIST'S MISSION 
27 East 22nd Street @ N Y. 10, N. Y. 


SAFETY 
CERTAINTY 
ENJOYMENT 


THIS CAN BE YOURS! 
Write Now for Your 
FREEDOM ANNUITY FOLDER 


You will discover how extra funds 
can be safely invested for a steady 
income and have assurance that any 
balance will go into the Lord's work. 


Sums of $300.00 and up can be safely 
invested in... 


CHRIST MISSION ANNUITIES 


If God has intrusted you with some resources 
you will want to see them at work for Him 
now. 

This same fund will continue to work for 
Him when you are gone to be with the Lord 
Jesus. 

You can have an idequate and independent 
stable income now, safer, trouble free from 
fluctuation and irregularity in rate of return, 
obtain tax benefits and receive a generous 
return on your investment. 

- ean provide for your family through 
it also. 


Write for your descriptive booklet, 
including your name and address. 


Dept. AF 


CHRIST'S MISSION 


27 East 22nd Street New York 10, N. Y. 
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FOR YOUR FRIENDS... 


We wili mail sample copies of 
the CONVERTED CATHOLIC 
magazine to your friends. Be 
a missionary in the important 
work of Christ's Mission. 
Price — five (5) for $1.00 


WONT YY 
Have you, too, "@& 
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Your Will Is Important to 
Your Family and The Lord 


WILL YOU REMEMBER 
CHRIST'S MISSION IN YOUR WILL? 


Use the following form of bequest: 


“I give, devise and bequeath tg 
Christ’s Mission, a religious corpor- 
ation organized under the laws of 
the State of New York with offices 
in the City of New York, the sum of 


ATTENTION 


PASTORS 


STEP BEHIND 


The Purple 
Curtain 


Christ’s Mission’s converted priests are 
available for speaking —— 
throughout the United States erever 
they go, they speak to capacity audiences. 
Protestants as well as seeking Catholics 
are eager to hear the truth about 

h h h ab the 
Roman Catholic Church. 

Your once — and your com- 
munity — should hear this message, told 
without rancor, anger or fear by men who 
have a real love for the Roman Catholic 
pooet they formerly served and who 

ave a real appreciation of the freedoms 
of Protestant Christianity. 

We can paste you a thrilling mes- 
sage — and an aroused congregation — 
when you invite one of these ex-priests 
to address your church. 


Would you like to hear — 
® Thrilling Testimonies 
@ Message on Salvation showing 
Roman Errors 
®@ Mixed Marriage Problems 


A TypicaL CoMMENDATION: 


I want to express the appreciation of the 
congregation for the services of your 
representative. It was an enlightening and 
blessed experience. He is an excellent 
speaker on the subject and our people 
were enlightened on the awe of Roman 
Catholicism as never befo 

Methodist Church, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Write Now for an Engagement 


Ext. Dept. 


CHRIST'S MISSION 


27 E. 22nd St. New York 10, N. Y. 
























Rules of Order 


George Washington, painfully 
striving to strike exactly the 
right pitch on history’s tuning 
fork, delivered on April 30, 1789 
the first address by a President of 
the United States to the Congress. 
“The propitious smiles of Heav- 
en,” he said, “can never be ex- 
pected on a nation that disregards 
the eternal rules of order and 
right, which Heaven itself has or- 
dained . . . the saered fire of liber- 
ty and the destiny of the republi- 
can model of government are 
justly considered, perhaps, as 
deeply, as finally, staked on the 
experiment intrusted to the hands 
of the American people.” 

A generation now aging dis- 
missed this as bombast. A gener- 
ation now living knows it so fa- 
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HIGH ON THE LIST 
I am indeed enjoying the “new” 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC magazine. It will 
always be very high on my list of read- 
ing materials. My interest and prayers 
are with you and the staff there, and 
with those who are laboring elsewhere. 
L.A.L., Texas 


THE GREATEST MISSION 


I have desired for some time to write 
and thank you for your wonderful 
service to humanity and indeed the 
wonderful purpose of the work of 
Christ’s Mission. This is the greatest 
mission for man to serve God in. You 
serve and teach truth to the children 
of God. The others you have exposed 
deceive the children of God... . 

Enclosed please find an extra dollar 
to use as you see fit. 

A.M.B., Michigan 


ATTITUDE APPRECIATED 

Please renew my subscription to the 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC magazine. I like 
the new enlarged magazine very much. 
Keep up the good work. I appreciate 
your attitude and the fine way in which 
you present your material. 


D.W.S., Pennsylvania 


WITHOUT BITTERNESS 


Enclosed please find a check to be 
used in payment of a subscription to 
your fine magazine. I have had several 
copies through a special introductory 
offer. May I say that I especially 
appreciate your forthright manner of 
setting forth Roman Catholicism with- 
out (apparently) bitterness. So often 
have I remarked to myself, when read- 
ing your editorials, “The editor knows 
what he is talking about, and presents 
it in a scholarly, intense, and winning 
manner.” 

L.W.C., Oregon 


SAVED TO SERVE 


I have been delivered from the errors 
of Romanism, have been brought to 


_Christ, and am now in training for His 


service. The Lord willing, I hope to 
labor for Him in South America, pos- 
sibly Venezuela. 

M.C., Illinois 


URGENT CAUSE 


My heart goes out to you in your 
great need, and I do so want to help 
you in the great work you have under- 
taken . . . I realize that yours is not 
only a worthy cause but an urgent one 
and certainly deserving of attention. I 
feel just as you do, that we are con- 
fronted by a terrible menace and 
certainly we should stand together. I 
will pray with you and for you, and as 
God prospers and lays it on my heart 
I will contribute to the cause. 

I have certainly enjoyed the Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC. It is a great maga- 
zine. I lent a copy to my neighbors; 
they enjoyed it and they also are pray- 
ing for you. May God bless you and 
prosper you. 

Mrs. A.R.G., Georgia 


FREE IN CHRIST 


Thank you for sending me the Con- 
VERTED CATHOLIC. I received a few 
copies already and today I am sending 
you $2.00 for this year. 

I am six years in the United States. 
I was born in Poland in Roman Catho- 
lic family, and being prisoner of war 
in Germany I got New Testament and 
read it and in the slavery of body I 
became free in Christ. 

I don’t understand all in English yet, 
but I try the best I can, and I can 
have the blessing from reading the 
CONVERTED CATHOLIC, 

I wish you God’s blessings in your 
work for Christ and His glory. 


W.B., Illinois 


BLESSED AND HELPED 


Enclosed is a small gift which I 
trust can be used of the Lord in the 
furthering of your wonderful work. I 
am just one of the many who have 
been blessed and helped in a real way 
by your organization. I too was born 
and raised in the Roman Church, and 
by the grace of God I was led after 
entering the Armed Forces to see that 
my own works were not what made 
one acceptable in the eyes of God, but 
rather a childlike faith in the one 
all-sufficient and never-to-be-repeated 
sacrifice of Calvary. I am beginning 
my training for full-time Christian 
service at Northwestern Bible College 
this coming fall term, and I want you 
to know that I will continue to hold 
your organization before the Lord in 
prayer. May you continue to be used 
in bringing those who have a zeal of 
God, but not according to knowledge, 
to a realization of the grace of God 
in truth. 

D.W.L., Michigan 


LETTER FROM A SOLDIER 


I hope this money order will } 
out in some way or another. I 
could have sent more, but I 
wife [who is] coming over. 

I was once a Roman Catholi¢, 
have found out the truth, after } 
bluffed for so many years. 

I for one hope your movie ig @ 
cess; I know it will be, becauge 
what God wants, or He would y 
have let you begin. : 

I hope it will reach the eg 
thousands who are being bluff 
after year by one of the cleverest g 

. . there ever was or ever wil] 
would really like to know how p 
can be so gullible without finding 
But I know that this picture will y 
quite a few people up. 4 

God be with you always and 
you in whatever you do. 


Pfe J.H., 


FROM THE HEART 


I have been purchasing and reading 
your magazine for years. . . . To say 
what is in my heart in as few words ag 
possible: Thank God for your maga. 
zine, for Dr. Walter M. Montajfio, and 
for all those on the staff. My love and 
prayers for you all. 


Mrs. M.F., Pennsylvania 


THE BLIND LEADING THE BLIND 


During religious convocation week at 
the University, a priest came to speak 
to a group of us men. Out of curiosity, 
I went and listened. The only conclu 
sion I could come to was that he was 
very ignorant of the Bible and the 
saving grace through the Lord Jesus 
Christ. If he is representative of all 
priests then surely it is a case of the 
blind leading the blind. It sickened my 
heart to hear him make appeals to the 
weaknesses of the human flesh as in- 
ducements to enter into Catholicism. I 
circulate your fine magazine and find 
there are many who are glad to learn 
of it. 

JES. 


DISILLUSIONMENT IN 
PAROCHIAL SCHOOL 


I’m a converted Catholic. I was 
educated in parochial schools, and the 
teachings I learned turned me com- 
pletely away from God. Even when I 
was eight and nine I could see fallacy 
in what I was being taught. I was 
taught that God was just, plus a lot of 
other things that didn’t sound just. So 
in my early teens—maybe even before 
that—I lost faith in God to the point 
that I didn’t even believe He existed. 


“I turned myself into an alcoholic. ... 


But that’s past now. I’ve sought and 
found the salvation God had in store 
for me... . I had quite a struggle with 
my family when I took my stand for 
the Lord, and I pray that some day as 
my life continues to improve they'll see 
the way to salvation. 

Mrs. M.S., New York 
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THE MIRAGE OF LOURDES 


a CURES OF LOURDES—cures of the hopelessly 

sick and disabled by forces unknown to modern 
science—have made that small French town the 
most visited shrine in the world. They have also, 
for nearly 100 years, been a source of endless 
controversy and wonder among doctors and lay- 
men alike. 

“The Miracle of Lourdes is an exhaustive first- 
hand study of the famous Catholic shrine and its 
cures. To prepare it, Ruth Cranston lived in 
Lourdes, talked with doctors, nurses, stretcher- 
bearers, patients. A Protestant herself, her ap- 
proach was that of reporter and impartial investi- 
gator. She has verified and documented the facts 
she presents. No reader will finish her report with- 
out feeling that, whatever the explanation, the ex- 
perience of Lourdes reveals something profoundly 
significant to men and women everywhere.” 

In this introductory capsule, the book editor 
of Reader’s Digest (December 1955) gives the 
essence of the meaning of Lourdes. The prologue 
contains several phrases worthy of note: “forces 
unknown to modern science” ; “endless controversy 
and wonder”; “reporter and impartial investiga- 
tor”; and “verified and documented the facts.” 

The author, it will be observed, is a Protes- 
tant. However, a writer such as Ruth Cranston, 
we feel, is not the most qualified to give an analysis 
of the alleged miracles of Lourdes. She writes as 
a Protestant who lacks insight into the structure 
of Roman Catholicism, both doctrinal and ritual- 
istic, and who fails to understand the significance 
of Roman Catholic tradition and customs. Like 
Many another Protestant, she was swayed by the 
self-assurance and pageantry of Roman Catholic 
protagonists of Lourdes, to the extent that she 
neglected to ask the questions which she should 
have posed as a Protestant. With such a constrict- 
ed outlook, she fell very easily into the pattern of 
Catholic thought and was prey to any interpre- 
tation served up to her aroused curiosity. 
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EDITORIAL 


WALTER M. MONTANO 


For she admits to being moved by curiosity. 
It all began with a newspaper story about an idiot 
child who regained full intelligence at Lourdes. 
“Was it a gigantic hoax,” she asks, “or was it 
truly ...a place of simple sincerity, reverence and 
amazing miracles?” The question is never fully 
answered, though she leaves little doubt as to her 
own conclusions. To her it is no hoax. 

She gives an account of many “outstanding 
cures”: the railway postal clerk who had been 
“crushed almost to death,” Madame Marie Bire 
who had been “stricken with blindness,” Madame 
Augustine Augault who had a fibroid tumor with 
complications and a heart condition, the two-year- 
old girl cured of “double clubfoot.” She describes 
the agonies of those already near death who under- 
took the long journey, even against the advice of 
friends and physicians, and were rewarded with 
healing. 

She writes of the fifty-one cases that have 
been pronounced “miraculous cures” by the Ro- 
man Church in nearly a century of the shrine’s 
existence of the “fairly complete” records of 
twelve hundred cures recognized as “inexplicable 
under scientific and natural laws” by the Medical 
Bureau at Lourdes, of the four thousand other 
cases that are “very probably complete and genu- 
ine cures.” She quotes from various doctors and 
alludes to the reports of many others. On the 
surface she presents a good case. 


THE ELEPHANT'S TAIL 


But for the thoughtful inquirer she leaves 
many questions unanswered as she describes the 
proverbial elephant while fumbling with its tail. 
(We are assuming that the editors of Reader’s 
Digest have not “slanted” her book through their 
choice of material in this condensation.) 

In her “impartial investigating” she has pre- 
sented only the positive, human-interest side of 
the story, completely ignoring those among the 
millions flocking to Lourdes whose hopes never 
reached fulfillment. She may feel that she has 
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honestly “verified and documented” the facts she 
presents, but she chooses her facts. She may give 
the testimony of many doctors, but she fails to 
indicate how many of those she relies on are Ro- 
man Catholic. 

She may have studied the records of the 
miraculés of Lourdes, but she gives no indication 
of having read the accounts of Roman Catholics 
who because of their own disappointments and 
frustrations have felt obliged to be apologetic 
about Lourdes. She presents the objections of 
some doctors but completely outweighs them with 
the testimonials of such protagonists as the physi- 
cian who remarked—referring to skeptics—“Find 
out first if the person you are talking to was ever 
there.” 


WE HAVE MANY QUESTIONS. Just who were the 

doctors? How many were Catholics, how many 
were Protestants, how many were Jews, how 
many were unbelievers (were any of these Catho- 
lics?), how many were atheists? Have any sick 
doctors ever been cured? Did she interrogate any 
evangelical Protestants who may have investigated 
Lourdes? Among those cases which the Roman 
Church has “authenticated” as miracles, was there 
ever any divergence of opinion among the doctors 
as to the nature of the cure? 

What about those who made the pilgrimage 
to Lourdes—perhaps against the counsel of fam- 
ily and physicians—whose condition was worsened 
or who never returned? What about the railway 
postal clerk who “had not set foot in a church for 
fifteen years” but who was nevertheless cured? Is 
a miraculous cure not dependent upon personal 
faith in the Virgin of Lourdes? Is Mary capri- 
cious, actuated by mere whimsey? If so, what role 
does faith play in the religious devotions of Ro- 
man Catholics? 

Is Mary so heartless or niggardly or impotent 
as to cure no more than fifty-one a year, or fifty- 
one in a hundred years (depending on whether 
one accepts official Church figures or the records 
of the Lourdes Medical Bureau) of all the millions 
upon millions of devotees who have sacrificed their 
means and strength to make the pilgrimage to the 
shrine erected and maintained in her honor? By 
contrast, many a so-called faith healer has claimed 
far more than fifty-one cures in a single night. If 
the cures alluded to are genuine, is not Lourdes a 
cruel hoax to the millions who have left as they 
came or—even worse—have perished along the 
way? 

LOURDES=FOUNT OF DECEPTION 


Not long ago a reader sent in a query to the 
editor of a Roman Catholic magazine (published 
by the Paulist Fathers) regarding an alleged cure 
he had witnessed on television. “It seems to me,” 
he wrote, “that if a real cure was affected [sic], 
supernatural power was necessary, but was it of 
divine origin? What is your opinion of these 
‘miracles’? ” 

The answer was as follows: “Since you ask 
only for my opinion, the answer is easy: I think 
they are fakes. 
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“Jesus sometimes worked His miracles bef } 
the crowds who followed Him, but even then | 
often did it so quietly that He could tell the pergg, 
healed: ‘See that thou tell no man’ (Matt. 8:4)” 
Can you imagine His entertaining the curi 
watchers of TV by working miracles for 
enjoyment?” (Information, August 1955) 

Following this trend of thought, can 
imagine Him at Lourdes offering sporadic 
to a few random beneficiaries, not nece : 
according to their faith (“Thy faith hath 
thee whole”; “According to your faith be it unty 
you”), but according to whim or caprice? Can yoy 
imagine hundreds, thousands, even millions of 
people returning home from Lourdes disappointed 
and apologetic, trying to rationalize and convingg 
themselves that they went for spiritual rather 
than physical healing and that they are satisfied? 
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“PERHAPS .. .”’ 






“This is what I have learned from Lourdes,” 
writes Betty Jeffries in Our Sunday Visitor (Oct, 
11, 1953). “It is not just the shrine for the sick ip 
body, it is the hope of the sick in spirit.” “Shrines 
are too often confused with the sick. Particularly 
shrines like Lourdes. It took me a long time to see 
that there are other invalids besides those in 
wheelchairs. That some of Our Lady’s cures are 
the invisible ones of the spirit. That the physically 
ill aren’t the only ones to benefit at Lourdes.” 

“The sick . . . have already been through the 
holy waters. Perhaps,” writes Barbara Francis, 
who went to Lourdes to be cured of asthma, “there 
have been no cures, but cured or not, they have 
received some grace through Our Lady.” “When 
the sick come out of the baths they look the same, 
their faces are still calm. Perhaps very few have 
actually hoped for a cure, but they know that Our 
Lady will do something for them. Perhaps when it 
comes right down to it all devout Catholics prefer 
spiritual favors to material ones anyhow.” (Our 
Sunday Visitor, Aug. 29, 1954) 

And Ruth Cranston herself writes, “Natural- 
ly the pain comes back again, but it hasn’t the 
same hold. Their minds are not centered on it any 
longer. And when the time comes to go home, 
though they haven’t been physically cured, though 
they know what hardships and suffering yet an- 
other pilgrimage will mean, their one cry is: ‘Tf 
only I can come back next year! If only I can come 
again to Lourdes!’” 

This is the language of defeat and disappoint- 
ment, not of victory. Here there is no note of 
positive affirmation or calm assurance, such as one 
finds in the book of Job: “Though He slay me, 
yet will I trust in Him.” (Job 13:15) This is 
virtually the language of the gambler, who stakes 
his all on being the lucky winner—‘“next time.” 
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THE STATE OF BERNADETTE 











We entertain a few questions about Berna- 
dette, the fourteen-year-old peasant girl who first 
saw “The Lady” in a sort of “radiant mist” in the 
grotto back in 1858. Is her testimony reliable? 
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d one accept the authority of the Roman 
Catholic Church when that authority rests on the 
testimony of a single individual—an ignorant girl 
at that—at a time when there was no scientific 
evidence of any kind? 

What sort of girl was Bernadette? Credul- 
gus? neurotic? “hallucinated”? Why did local 
guthorities—doubtless Catholics—“scorn” the vi- 
sions? Just when did the first alleged miracle take 

e? And when did the Roman Church “set up a 
commission to investigate the whole matter? What 
did this commission investigate in its four years 
of study prior to its vindication of Bernadette and 
the cures? Was there evidence that she was not a 
balanced person? 

Consider the testimony of a priest concerning 
the visions of “Our Lady” claimed by two peas- 
ants, Melanie and Maximin, of La Salette, France. 
After referring to their “native backwardness,” 
“their faults, the lightheadedness or rudeness of 
their nature,” he acknowledged that Melanie, “in 
her later years at least, gave evidence of being a 
neurotic.” Then he adds significantly—and this is 
all by way of defense—“But Our Lady is free to 
choose a potential neurotic as a witness, and neu- 
rotics can be saints.” 

The conclusion to be drawn is that is was 
perfectly possible, theologically speaking, for 
Bernadette to be a neurotic and still be canonized, 
which she was in 1933, some fifty-four years after 
her death. A neurotic, strictly speaking, may not 
be a mental case, but a nervous disorder which 
cls, § thus affects the mind can hardly characterize a 
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But what about miracles of healing in gener- 
Our al? The pagan world offers plenty of material to 
prove that these so-called miracles happen. Yogi 
cultists and fakirs provide good examples of this 
Our | *sertion. Would not people call “miracles” the 
swallowing of swords, the lying on a bed of nails 
ral without injury, the control of bleeding—if these 
the 4 Were dressed in Roman Catholic attire? 
any The power of suggestion, hypnotism, and self- 
hypnotism work wonders, but are these miracles? 
ugh In other circles we observe an array of “divine 
ais healers,” and, as we have noted recently, even the 
If Pope has joined this list in the case of the little 
ae child whose blindness was cured through his inter- 
vention. Are these really miraculous happenings? 
ink: Even nature often works in a mysterious 
of | WAY: Biological science tells us of the phenomenal 
onl work of nature in combating the enemies of health 
me, | i our bodies. There have been many cases of 
; jg | Spontaneous remission of disease unexplainable in 
kes medical terms. In a given moment the tissues of a 
ne” sick body might regain their potency, or some 
physiological function or chemical change might 
reverse the dying process. After all, during the 
entire lifetime reconstructive changes are taking 
place. It is the constant, moment-by-moment func- 
tioning of our complicated organs that prolongs 
life and engenders health. True, this is miraculous, 
but not in the sense under discussion. 
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ERHAPS THE MOST ASTONISHING CURES, which 

the credulous might label as miraculous, have 
occurred among people who have been subjected 
to the strong stimulus of fear. Take the case, 
known to the editor, of the woman, hopelessly 
paralyzed, who was unable to move about except 
in a wheelchair. One day when she was alone and 
unprotected, a mad dog rushed toward her. With- 
out giving a thought to her condition, she jumped 
from her chair and ran. A miracle? Perhaps in 
the language of Lourdes. 

Another case of personal memory is that of a 
bedridden person in the American Clinic at Lima, 
Peru, who could not move. During an earthquake 
she hurriedly left her bed and ran, impelled by a 
sense of horror at what might happen. Another 
miracle? 

It is possible, on the strength of such evi- 
dence, for a person to be healed in a natural way, 
without supernatural intervention. It is equally 
possible for a person to see “visions” in a natural 
way. When the cerebral cortex of the brain is 
stimulated, as in the case of delirium tremens, 
people see snakes, ants, elephants, and so on, 
which to them are all too real and cause very 
strong reactions. Is it not conceivable, then, that 
some impressionable, uneducated, unsophisticated 
peasant girl of some past age could believe that 
she had seen a vision? Childish minds are notable 
for their imaginative qualities and can give birth 
to all sorts of fantasies. 


THE REALM OF THE MIRACULOUS 


This is not to deny the fact of miracle. Any- 
one who believes his Bible must admit that God 
can intervene in a supernatural way—and in times 
past often has—in behalf of human beings. The 
question is, What is a true miracle and how it is 
accomplished ? 

First, one must recognize the existence of 
three levels of intelligence and power: the physical 
(or natural), the metaphysical, and the super- 
natural. The physical is of course the realm of 
human achievement, with limits set by man’s own 
ability to comprehend the world about him and to 
utilize the physical forces at his disposal. It in- 
cludes the possibility of miracle only insofar as 
man is awed at his own use of these forces. 

For example, TV or the atomic bomb are 
modern “miracles” which would be inexplicable 
to the nineteenth century mind but which today 
are explainable in terms of matter and energy and 
the physical laws that govern them. Thus the 
natural world, including the categories of health 
and disease, is the realm of the physical, though 
man has by no means encompassed its horizons. 

The metaphysical is the area between the 
strictly human and the strictly divine. It is above 
the physical but out of the supernatural. We can 
observe its effects on our world but not know the 
causes. This is the realm acknowledged by the 
Psalmist when he wrote, “The angel of the Lord 
encampeth round about them that fear Him and 
delivereth them.” (Ps. 34:7) This is also the area 
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referred to by Paul when he said, “For we wrestle 
not against flesh and blood, but against principali- 
ties, against powers, against the rulers of the 
darkness of this world.” (Eph. 6:12) 

It is to this realm that the Devil and all his 
evil angels have access as they seek to control and 
pervert the physical world of mankind, for they 
have dominion over and knowledge of things of a 
natural and metaphysical order, though not of the 
supernatural, since that belongs only to God. 


HE “PRINCE OF THE POWER OF THE AIR” (Eph. 

2:2), to whom man has sold himself into slav- 
ery, has power to work “signs and lying wonders” 
(II Thess. 2:9) to deceive the inhabitants of the 
earth. John the Revelator speaks even more ex- 
plicitly of the “three unclean spirits,” which are 
“the spirits of devils, working miracles.” (Rev. 
16:13, 14) Thus, miracles produced by “unknown 
natural forces” are not only possible, they are 
permissible under divine authority. 

It is for this very reason that Christ gave the 
warning, both to His disciples (Matt. 24:24) and 
to the Revelator, and that Paul cautioned that 
Satan himself could be “transformed into an angel 
of light.” (II Cor. 11:14) It is for this reason that 
Paul also warned, “Believe not every spirit, but 
try the spirits whether they are of God.” (I John 
4:1) 

The third realm is that of the supernatural 
(super naturam—‘“above nature”), which belongs 
to God and God alone. This is the realm of creative 
and re-creative power, an area forbidden to any 
creature, angel, devil, or human. This is the realm 
to which Satan aspired when he said, “I will as- 
cend into heaven. . . I will be like the most High.” 
(Is. 14:13, 14) This realm of the supernatural 
embraces the natural and the metaphysical but is 
not subject to either. It was through His divine 
nature that Christ worked His miracles while on 
earth. These were true miracles, performed in 
the name and power of God, to honor Him. 


WHAT IS A MIRACLE? 


What then is a miracle? To the human mind, 
with its limited capacity, anything “inexplicable 
under scientific and natural laws” is a miracle. 
Thus, anything occurring within the domain of 
the natural, the metaphysical, or the supernatural, 
if it defied explanation, could be classified as a 
miracle. But strictly speaking, only a phenomenon 
requiring supernatural—or divine—intervention 
should be classified as miraculous, since it operates 
above natural law and is not subject to it. 

By way of example, the sun stood still for 
Joshua, Aaron’s rod became a serpent, the pillar 
of cloud protected the Children of Israel, Balaam’s 
ass spoke to him, Elijah called down fire from 
heaven, Moses witnessed the burning bush. 

Then what is the purpose of miracles? True 
miracles are given to glorify God and to illuminate 
or underscore His message of truth. The miracles 
of Christ testified to His divinity, so that no one 
had an excuse to doubt His mission. Miracles must 
honor God and make Him known as the only God, 
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with none else beside Him. The one who perf a 
the miracle is in reality a channel of God’s le. 
working power, just as wire is a channel fg 
electricity: the energy is already provided. 












UT GOD IS NOT WASTEFUL nor does He do yp. 
necessary things. He does not give miracle 
when people have ready access to truth. By anal 
ogy, if we have food on our table, we can scarcely 
expect God to feed us miraculously as He dig 
Elijah during the time of famine. Rather, We 
should eat what food we have and give Him thanks, 
To apply the figure: God has already provided 
for us a complete guide to His truth in the pages 
of His Word, an atonement for our sins in the 
person of His Son, and the gift of the Holy Spirit 
to testify of Him. Since He has used miracles to 
witness to the revelation of Himself and His divine 
purpose for man, and since that revelation wag 
completed and sealed in the canon of Scripture, 
there is no longer any need for miracles as heralds 
of new truth for the Church. If miracles have oe. 
curred since the time of the Apostles, they have 
either been foretold or been of a private rather 
than a public, or general, nature. In this category 
is the constantly repeated miracle of the new 
birth, which attests to God’s continuing power but 
does not reveal any new truth. 


























“1 AM A JEALOUS GOD" 


AS FOR LOURDES, why would God be interested in 
providing apparitions and manifestations for 
the glory of His creatures (in this case, Mary, 
and in a lesser sense, Bernadette) rather than the 
Creator? Why would He contradict the great 
moral precepts of the First and Second Command- 
ments, which are so emphatically expressed: 

“Thou shalt have no other gods before Me. 
Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, 
or any likeness of any thing that is in heaven 
above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in 
the water under the earth: thou shalt not bow 
down thyself to them, nor serve them: for I the 
Lord thy God am a jealous God .. .” (Ex. 20:3-5) 

Would not God be going contrary to His own 
word if He permitted apparitions of the Virgin 
Mary, knowing that she would thenceforth be wor- 
shiped instead of God? Even the angels recognize 
the fact that worship belongs only to God. Con- 
sider the experience of John: “And I John saw 
these things, and heard them. And when I had 
heard and seen, I fell down to worship before the 
feet of the angel which showed me these things. 
Then said he unto me, See thou do it not: for I 
am thy fellowservant, and of thy brethren the 
prophets, and of them which keep the sayings of 
this book: worship God.” (Rev. 22:8, 9) 

If our race was created a little lower than the 
angels, and if angels refuse to be worshiped, how 
much more offensive must it be to God to see 
human beings worshiped! 


THE TEST FOR MIRACLES 


Before His betrayal, Christ promised His 
disciples the Holy Spirit as an infallible guide. 
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“when He, the Spirit of truth, is come, He will 


guide you into all truth: for He shall not speak of 
Himself; but whatsoever He shall hear, that shall 
He speak . . . He shall glorify Me.” (John 16:13, 
14) The Holy Spirit, as a person of the Godhead, 


would certainly not go contrary to the Word of | 


God; therefore He would not lead people to exalt 
the creature rather than the Creator, as in the 
case of Lourdes. 

“To the law and to the testimony: if they 

not according to this word, it is because 
there is no light in them.” (Is. 8:20) This test 
should be definitive for any honest seeker after 
truth. 

If the miracles of Lourdes are of God, they 
should testify of God and not of His creatures. In 
this regard the law is explicit, and the testimony 
of prophets, apostles, and Christ Himself is un- 
impeachable. We are not left in darkness. 


“BY HIS STRIPES WE ARE HEALED” 


The. Roman Catholic Church professes to hon- 
or Mary with the countless titles bestowed on her 
and the endless advocacies such as Lourdes at- 
tributed to her. But in reality the Roman Church 
dishonors her, for Mary, the unassuming maiden 
of Nazareth, would be the last creature in God’s 
creation to claim for herself the honor and glory 
due only to Him. Before the miraculous event of 
Christ’s birth she humbly confessed, “‘My soul doth 
magnify the Lord, and my spirit hath rejoiced in 
God my Saviour. .. . For He that is mighty hath 
done to me great things; and holy is His name.” 
(Luke 1:46, 47, 49) Mary took no credit to herself. 


Even when Mary was consulted about the 
wine at the marriage in Cana, she quickly pointed 
to Christ: “Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it,” 
she counseled, thus disclaiming any right to per- 
form a miracle herself. Christ Himself, at the end 
of His ministry, emphasized Mary’s essential 
humanity when He said to her from the cross, 
“Woman, behold thy son,” and to John, “Behold 
thy mother.” The Scriptures record that “from 
that hour that disciple took her unto his own 
home.” (John 19:26, 27) 


(CHRIST'S OWN DESIRE AND WILL is expressed au- 

thoritatively in His last prayer: “And this is 
life eternal, that they might know Thee the only 
true God, and Jesus Christ, whom Thou hast sent.” 
(John 17:3) 

By contrast, the advocacy of Lourdes is a 
stumbling block, an added impediment placed be- 
fore those who are blindly seeking God and the 
One whom He sent. But until the impedimenta of 
Mary and the saints is removed and Christ is re- 
vealed, there will be no true spiritual regeneration 
among the millions who feel they must journey 
to Lourdes. 

As for physical healing, not until the coming 
of Christ’s kingdom will the children of God be 
made whole. For then “the eyes of the blind shall 
be opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be un- 
stopped. Then shall the lame man leap as an hart, 
and the tongue of the dumb sing: for in the wil- 
derness shall waters break out, and streams in the 
desert.” (Is. 35:5, 6) 

‘Tis a consummation devoutly to be wished! 














Episeopal Bishop of Brazil Assails Catholicism 


The Rt. Rev. Louis C. Melcher, 
Episcopal Bishop from Brazil, 
speaking at the Civic Auditorium 
during a joint meeting of the 
Houses of Bishops and Deputies 
and the Women’s Auxiliary of 
the Episcopalian’s 58th General 
Convention held in Honolulu in 
September, made an onset against 
Romanism in Latin America. 

Referring to a broadcast of 
Pope Pius XII of last year, which 
informed Catholics in Rio de 
Janeiro that Protestantism, Com- 
munism and spiritualism were 
the three great enemies of the 
Roman Church, Bishop Melcher 
said : 

“I have never been much of a 
believer in the doctrine of papal 
infallibility, but in this instance 
when His Holiness spoke he was 
right. 

“Protestantism is an enemy to 
a religion of exploitation and 
superstition, a religion that con- 
tinues Middle Ages practices. 
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“Particularly are Communism 
and spiritualism, with which the 
Roman church is so beset in 
Latin America, the natural chil- 
dren of any church and faith that 
fails to meet the mental, moral 
and spiritual needs of humanity.” 

The Episcopal Bishop stated 
that the most appropriate an- 
swers to those who question the 
need for missionaries in “already 
Christian” countries are the fol- 
lowing: 

1. Conferring Catholic bishops 
in Rio devoted most of a week- 
long session to the question of 
combatting the growth of the 
Protestant churches in Latin 
America. 

2. Generations of people in 
vast regions of Latin America 
are being reared with no real 
knowledge of God, Christ, or the 
Christian way of Life. 

3. A Latin American writer 
contends, “Charlie Chaplain is 
better known in South America 


than Jesus Christ. 

“Twenty years’ use of the cine- 
ma has made the comedian better 
known to South Americans than 
four centuries of Roman Catholi- 
cism have been able to do for 
Christ.” 

Bishop Melcher, paraphrasing 
a remark of Billy Sunday’s, op- 
posed the claims that Latin 
America is already Christianized 
through the state church—the 
Roman Catholic Church. The fol- 
lowing words are attributed to 
the late evangelist Billy Sunday: 
“Going into a church does not 
make a man a Christian any more 
than going into a garage makes 
him an automobile.” 

The Bishop said that “having a 
state church does not make a 
nation Christian any more than 
having a_ state-owned garage 
would make a nation of auto- 
mobiles.” (John Ransey, in The 
Honolulu Star-Bulletin, Septem- 
ber 7, 1955) 
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“First Mate Bob" 


CHRIST 


OUR ALL IN ALL 


by “First Mate Bob” 


The Rev. Paul Myers is familiar to many thousands of radio lis- 
teners as “First Mate Bob,” speaker on the Haven of Rest program 
which originates in Los Angeles, California. The radio ministry of 
this unique program began in March of 1934, when the Good Ship 
Grace was first launched by its devoted Crew. Today the broadcast 
reaches nearly every continent of the world with the stirring message 


of salvation in sermon and song. 


THE WAY 


HIS is an essential and central 

truth. The way to heaven— 
what a precious definition! How 
truly does it answer many a fool- 
ish controversy of this modern 
day and age. There are many who 
say (if not in actual words, at 
least by implication) that the 
church is the way to heaven. But 
we are not saved as members of 
a corporation or organization. We 
are saved as individual believers 
in the Lord Jesus Christ. You 
may belong to the purest church 
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on earth and yet not belong to 
Christ. 

The way to heaven is not a 
church or chapel or organization. 
Saint Paul’s Cathedral in London 
is not one bit nearer to heaven 
than Saint Peter’s in Rome, be- 
cause neither one is the way to 
heaven. The way to heaven is 
not a church; it is the Lord of 
the Church. 

Countless millions of men and 
women believe, or profess to be- 
lieve, in their own doings, deserv- 
ings, and good works as the way 
to heaven. If we could climb to 


“Jesus saith unto him, I am the way, the truth, and the life: 
man cometh unto the Father, but by Me.” 
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(John 14:6) 
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heaven by our own efforts, then 
Christ would not have needed to 
come to earth to die, an atone 
ment for our sins. He would not 
have spoken the truth when He 
said, “I am the Way... : no man 
cometh unto the Father, but by 
Me.” 

Good works will appear at 
every footstep of a Christian, 
They are like flowers along a 
pathway, or the grass that grows 
upon it. They are ornaments and 
accompaniments to the path, yet 
they are not the path itself. They 
fade and die, but the path re 
mains. 

Jesus said, “I am the Way.” 
When Christ Jesus came to this 
old earth, it was separated from 
heaven by sin, like an_ island 
struck off from a continent by 
cataclysmic upheaval. There was 
a great gulf fixed between. There 
is implied by Jesus’ statement not 
only restoration but reconciliation. 
Christ is the way that bridges 
that great gulf. He is not merely 
a pathway, by which we may 
cross and come to God, but He is 
a revelation of a ransom paid, in 
virtue of which our sins are for- 
given, and we are justified in the 


sight of God. 

WE HEAR many people say, 
“Well, there are many ways 

to heaven. We may journey by 4 

different route but we’ll arrive at 




























the same place at last. If we are 
conscientious in what we do we 
will not be condemned for believ- 
ing What turns out to be an er- 
ror.’ The sad tragedy of such er- 
roneous thinking is that a person 
may conscientiously be treading 
the way that leads to ruin, as well 
as the way that leads to eternal 
life. 

There is such a thing as being 
sincerely wrong. Saul of Tarsus 
was both sincere and conscien- 
tious when he persecuted the 
Christians; but he found that he 
was wrong when he came face to 
face with Christ on the Damascus 
road. Only a personal experience 
with Him who is the Way, the 
Truth and the Life transformed 
him into the great Apostle Paul. 

“I am the Way.” The Apostle 
Paul calls it in his epistle to the 
Hebrews “a new and living way, 
which Christ has consecrated in 
His own blood.” When we walk 
along a road that leads to a dis- 
tant place, the longer we walk, 
the more weary and exhausted we 
become. The length of the way 
is the measure of exhaustion we 
must necessarily feel. But when 
we walk the Christian “Way,” 
the longer we walk, the stronger 
we feel. So the Christian who has 
walked the longest in the “Way” 
is the least exhausted. 

Our strength grows in our toils, 
and the nearer we come to the 
end of the days of our years, the 
brighter grows the vision of the 
land where the many mansions 
are. 


There is a way that “seemeth 
right to man,” 

Yet he in all his blindness stum- 
bles on 

Along a path which leads to 
death at last. 

His eyes by sin are blinded to 
God’s plan 

To rescue sin-cursed souls whose 
guilty past 

Condemns them to a Christless 
grave. 

“Iam the Way,” said He who is 
the Lord of Life; 

“I gave My life upon the cross 
to save 

And ransom all from loss who 
will to walk 

Along this way which I have 
trod, 

Until at last they find their way 
to God.”’ 
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THE CREW OF THE GOOD SHIP GRACE 


The Quartet: Kenneth Nelson, Charles Turner, Ernest Payne, Leonard Fox. 
(Seated) Lorin Whitney, organist, and First Mate Bob. 


THE TRUTH 


In considering the three-fold 
significance of our Saviour’s 
words in this text, we are remind- 
ed that He is not only the “Way” 
to God, but the Truth which il- 
luminates the way, and the Life 
which quickens and sustains us 
along our homeward journey. 

We have seen that Christ alone 
is the pathway which spans the 
gulf between God and fallen man 
and that He is the all-sufficient, 
complete and perfect Way, need- 
ing no addition. Now let us dwell 
upon the second aspect of the 
three epithets which Jesus used 
to describe Himself, “the Truth.” 

When our Lord refers to Him- 
self as “the Truth,” He is not 
speaking of truth in the abstract 
sense. Christ is the Truth from 
which all truths radiate, to Whom 
all truths return, and in Whom 
all truths have their harmony. 
Apart from Him, science is con- 
fusion, philosophy is chaos, and 
the human race is lost in a laby- 
rinth of vain delusion. 

In this confused, bewildered, 
befuddled old world there are lit- 
erally thousands of so-called “re- 
ligions” which lay claim to Godly 
origin and to foundation upon 
truth. False “Christs” (or 
anointed ones of God) arise on 
every hand to proclaim them- 
selves the guides, the directors 


and the saviours of erring man- 
kind. Contrasted with vital Chris- 
tianity, these prove to be a com- 
posite of truths and errors, in 
which truths are overcast and er- 
rors alone predominate. Every 
truth is made of no effect by a 
corresponding error, and the word 
of God itself is perverted and 
twisted to suit the follies and 
falsehoods of men. 

Again, Christ is Truth in that 
He is the fulfillment of all proph- 
ecy. From the prophecy amid the 
wreck of Eden to that last of Mal- 
achi, He is the complement and 
the fulfillment of them all. In one 
passage Isaiah tells us He is to 
suffer; in another, He is to reign 
over the earth. One chapter 
speaks of Him as dying, while 
another speaks of Him as living 
forever. Daniel tells of the Son of 
Man coming in clouds of heaven 
with power and great glory. 
Isaiah declares He “was wounded 
for our transgression” and de- 
scribes Him as “despised of all 
men.” Apparently, these prophe- 
cies are contradictory, but when 
all the prophets gather around the 
cross of Christ a new light is cast 
upon them. 


Y to conceive a splendid statue 
being chiseled in different cen- 
turies, a fragment in one city and 
in one age, a fragment in another 
city and in a different age, all 
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wrought by different sculptors 
without communication or collu- 
sion; and further try to imagine 
that after thousands of years, 
these different artisans were to 
meet together, each with his frag- 
ment, and when all were put to- 
gether they formed a marvelous 
work of art. 

Such a thing obviously would 
be impossible, except there be a 
presiding Sculptor in the skies 
directing their every stroke. The 
Holy Spirit inspired the pens of 
the prophets of old to write of 
Him who is the Truth. 

Christ is the Truth of ancient 
types. The Paschal Lamb tells of 
His atonement; the rock in the 
desert speaks of the refreshing 
streams that flow from Him; the 
manna that fell from the skies is 
the symbol of the “Bread of 
Life”; the high priest in the holy 
of holies is the pre-figuration: of 
Christ, who is our High Priest. 
These types are not substitutes 
for Christ; they are witnesses of 
Him. 

Christ is Truth in that He is 
referred to by John as the 
“Word.” <A word is a thought 
made audible. So Christ is the 
thought, the concept of God made 
audible in the person and person- 
ality of God’s own Son. 

We may be acquainted with 
truth in the abstract sense as it 
pertains to the fields of science, 
philosophy, logic, and all the 
knowledge in the richest cyclope- 
dia and yet be lost. We may even 
be conversant with all the dis- 
courses of theology and the truths 
which pertain to Christianity and 
yet perish in our sins if we know 
not Him as Saviour who is the 
Way, the Truth and the Life. 
Secular knowledge is power, but 
a saving knowledge of Christ is 
life and peace and joy forever. 


THE LIFE 


What would be the use of a 
way, however direct and sure its 
course, if no light were shed upon 
it and the travelers that tread it? 
What would be the use of the 
truth shining on the way if there 
were no life in pilgrims that 
marched from earth to glory? 
Christ is the way by which we 
walk to heaven, the truth that 
lights us on our way, and the life 
which quickens, vitalizes and sus- 


10 





tains us on the journey to our 
Father’s home and the presence 
of our Saviour. 

Just as in God we live and move 
and have our natural being, so in 
Christ we live and move and have 
our spiritual being. He is not only 





The Way, the Truth, 
and the Life 


The world is weary of new tracks 
Of thought that lead to naught, 
Sick of quack remedies prescribed 
In vain for mortal pain. 

Yet still above them all, one figure 
Stands with outstretched hands. 


Man's ears are deafened with 

Conflicting cries: “Here wisdom 
lies.” 

“Here rest and peace are found!” 

Lo here, lo there, all things are 
fair! 

Yet still one voice repeats 

The tender plea: “Come unto 


Me.” 


Fools stumble on strange paths 
Their fathers trod in search of God 
But found Him not, and in the 
Defeat died unsatisfied; yet 


‘Now as then One ceases not to 


say: 
“I am the Way.” 


W ould-be philosophers make 
Blind our eyes with sophistries, 
And bid our faith by science 
Stand appalled 

(falsely so-called) ; 
Yet still sing out 
Those words of tender ruth: 
“I am the Truth.” 


Men seek in vain some charm 

W hereby to flee mortality— 
Some magic potion which to them 
Shall give the power to live; 

Yet still one message sounds 
Above the strife: 

“I am the Life.” 


Author Unknown 
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the fountain of life; He is ¢ 
very substance of our life. 
Apostle Paul said, “I live, yet 
I, but Christ liveth in me.” To} 
a true Christian is to be connects 
with Christ. Vital Christianity: 
not subscription to a creed, prp 
fession of a name, or adhesion & 
a church, but vital, actual unig 
with Christ, who is the Life, 7 

All natural life, vegetable 4 
animal, has the power of assim 
tion which enables it to draw gy 
tenance and nutriment from g 
source or other for its streng 
bulk, growth, and progress. $9 #F) 
if we have the true Christ-life jy 
our hearts, that life will feed upon 
the word of God and the things 
of Christ. A true Christian seeks 
after living bread, living water, 
and “sincere milk” of the word, 
He will prefer a sermon which 
conveys that spiritual nourish. 
ment, however humble be the 
rhetoric of it, to a splendid ora- 
tion that leaves his heart hunger- 
ing and his soul thirsting. 

Also, where there is natural 
life, there is growth of some sort. 
Life is progressive. A wax flower, 
no matter how skillfully made or 
exquisitely fashioned or tinted, re- 
mains static, insofar as growth is 
concerned. It is a lifeless imita- 
tion of the real thing. So isa 
dead church member who knows 
nothing of the vitalizing Christ- 
life. 


























































































UR NATURAL LIFE is so con- 

stituted that a pin-point touch- 
ing the finger-tip causes a sensa- 
tion of pain which is conveyed by 
our nervous system to the brain, 
so that the whole body feels and 
recoils from that unpleasant sen- 
sation. 

So, likewise, Christ-life within 
our hearts endows us with a sen- 
sibility which is instantly con- 
scious of anything which does vio- 
lence to that Life. What pain is 
to our physical beings, sin will be 
to a true Christian’s new-born be- 
ing, with its renewed and regen- 
erated spiritual sensibility. He 
will shrink from that which is 
evil because he is a “new creature 
in Christ Jesus,” with a spiritual 
sense too delicate to be defined, 
but nevertheless as strongly oper- 
ative as any physical sense. 






















(Continued on page 26) 
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SHADOW OVER 
THE CAPITOL 


xu Ww Ae 


The ever-increasing boldness of the Roman Catholic Church in 


demanding further government aid for parochial schools is manifest 


in the recent statement of American Bishops following their annual 


meeting at Washington's Catholic University. Mr. Archer, executive 


director of POAU, takes exception to their flag-waving tactics, 


which seek to divert the public mind from their real intents and 


purposes. It all reminds us of the story of the Arab, the tent, and 


The Camel’s Head 


by Glenn L. Archer 


LOQUENCE, artifice and studied 

nonsense are the outstanding 
characteristics of the 1955 annual 
statement of the Roman Catholic 
Bishops of the United States re- 
leased in Washington on Novem- 
ber 19. 

Though the Bishops’ statement 
expatiates at length on the glories 
of the parochial school system as 
a supreme example of private co- 
operative effort free of govern- 
ment support or control, it is 
written for the express purpose 
of justifying a demand for gov- 
ernment aid and legal recognition 
of parochial schools as “an integ- 
ral part of the American educa- 
tional system.” 

The Bishops say truly that “To 
preserve freedom America must 
teach freedom”—but this it can- 
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not do by subsidizing a sectarian 
schoo] system which teaches the 
negation of freedom. A dispas- 
sionate examination of the text- 
books and teaching materials used 
in Roman Catholic parochial 
schools will reveal that far from 
teaching (as the Bishops would 


have us believe) “a Christian con- 


cept of liberty” and “the inviola- 
bility of the human person and 
his freedom under God,” such 
schools systematically exalt their 
“one true religion” while teaching 
that all other religions are “‘coun- 
terfeit.” 

This is shown by such basic 
textbooks as Living Our Faith, 
Book Three of “The Catholic High 
School Religion Series,” published 
under the Imprimatur of Francis 
Cardinal Spellman in 1945 and 


1946 by William H. Sadlier, Inc. 
The passages in this textbook 
dealing with non-Catholic reli- 
gions display not only an over- 
weening contempt towards the 
latter but also a choice of words 
emphasizing the doctrine that the 
“one true religion,” Roman Ca- 
tholicism, must attain a legally 
recognized monopoly position in 
the national culture, just as legal 
tender is established by govern- 
ment authority and “counterfeit” 
money suppressed. For example, 
Living Our Faith treats of “False 
Worship” under the heading, 
“Subject 24,” and observes, in 
part: 

“Counterfeit Religions. The 
material, size, and shape of the 
paper and metal money in the 
United States is determined and 
authorized by the government. No 
other money is legal tender, and 
any other agency issuing such 
money is guilty of counterfeiting. 
In the same way, non-Catholic 
methods of worshiping God must 
be branded counterfeit .. .” 


WH may the Bishops observe 
that, “Only those who teach 
hatred teach division; those who 
teach love teach unity”! The only 
“unity” that is envisioned in the 
teaching of Roman Catholic paro- 
chial schools is a “unity” imposed 
under Roman Catholic hegemony. 
The Bishops use ambiguous 
language when, protesting against 
what they call “unfair and dis- 
criminatory treatment” of the 
proud and self-supporting paro- 
chial schools (which are not con- 
tent to remain self-supporting), 
they assert that the “students of 
these schools have the right to 
benefit from those measures, 
grants, or aids, which are mani- 
festly designed for the health, 
safety and welfare of American 
youth, irrespective of the school 
attended.” The hierarchy in this 
statement carefully avoids speci- 
fying the benefits which it would 
include under the headings, 
‘health, safety and welfare,” but 
the record shows that its defini- 
tions are very elastic. 

The Catholic World, for in- 
stance, declared in its lead edi- 
torial of last April that “in the 
matter of erecting new school 
buildings, it’s obvious that Ameri- 
can children are entitled to the 
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benefits of public welfare legisla- 
tion regardless of race, creed or 
color.” Surely, if even the erec- 
tion of school buildings can be 
termed a “welfare” service rather 
than an “educational” aid, then 
there are no limits to the extent 
of the support which the govern- 
ment will be expected to grant to 
religious schools. Will it not be 
claimed that payment of school 
electric bills, teachers’ salaries, 
janitorial services and the pur- 
chase of books, paper, ink, pens, 
pencils and all other supplies are 
matters of government concern 
because they affect the pupils’ 
“welfare”? 


T IS HIGH TIME that the confu- 
sion surrounding this question 
were dispelled. Except for one or 
two services—such as medical ex- 
aminations and _ hot lunches, 
which are unmistakably classifi- 


able as “health” measures—most 
school services are-integral parts 
of the school’s teaching process. 
The building is there, the bus ser- 
vice is there, the books, paper, 
janitorial service and electricity 
are supplied in order to make 
Johnny’s education possible, and 
if the school is one dedicated to 
propagating a religion rather 
than providing a general, non- 
sectarian education, it is not serv- 
ing a public function which would 
justify tax support. 


Much of the discussion of pos- 
ible “fringe benefits” to parochial 
schools has been unrealistic. It 
does not make a particle of differ- 
ence, for instance, whether tax 
funds are used for purchasing 
$5000 worth of “non-religious” 
arithmetic texts for a parochial 
school or $5000 worth of catechis- 
mal texts—either expenditure 
would amount to a $5000 grant to 
a school whose primary purpose is 


The Bishops’ Statement 


Lt NovemBER 208 Cardinals, Archbishops,. and 
Bishops of the United States issued a 2400-word 





And so long as our nation is faithful to her principles 


to propagate Roman Catholicism 
not serve the public. Perhaps the 
Bishops’ renewed demand for syh. 
sidy will, at last, force the Ameri. 
can people to confront the isgye 
in the light of the hierarchy’s reg} 
objective. 


It is also revealing that the 
Bishops look back nostalgically ty 
the “Colonial and early national 
periods” when all education was 
private and church-related rather 
than public. Those were also the 
years when even under relatively 
liberal regimes such as that of 
colonial Maryland religious here. 
sy was punishable by death, con. 
fiscation of property, whipping, 
imprisonment, and in other barba- 
rous ways (see Maryland “Aet 
concerning Religion,” April 21, 
1649). The kind of “recognition” 
which the Roman Catholic prel- 
ates today seek for their paro- 
chial schools is the same kind of 
“recognition” which made for tor- 
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statement entitled “The Place of the Private and 
Church-Related Schools in American Education.” 
This statement argued that such schools have “full 
right” to receive government aid since they are in- 
tegral parts of the nation’s educational system and 
that they should be given equal consideration in legal 
and professional matters along with tax-supported 
institutions. 

By way of statistics, it is estimated that of all stu- 
dents attending such schools on the elementary and 
secondary levels, ninety percent are in Roman Catho- 
lic schools. 

The following excerpts illustrate the devious ar- 
guments of this episcopal disquisition, all aimed, as 
Mr. Archer so pointedly observes, at securing state 
aid for church schools. 

“Historically and actually our nation has been 
blessed with educational freedom,” the Bishops de- 
clared. 

“Her school system is not a closed, unitary crea- 
tion of the State, a servile instrument of government 
monopoly, but one which embraces, together with the 
State-supported schools, a whole enormous cluster of 
private and church-related schools... 


“That these private and church-related schools 
serve a minority in America is a purely incidental fac- 
tor, and it is plainly unrealistic thinking to discount 
their importance on that score. Indeed, it is unrealis- 
tic to belittle in any way the schools in which more 
than 5,000,000 young Americans are currently receiv- 
ing their education. These schools emphatically are 
an integral part of the American educational system. 





of justice and due process of law, these schools will 
remain a permanent part of that system... 


“Let this be fully understood. Private and church- 
related schools in America exist not by sufferance, 
but by right... 


“The private school is a concrete demonstration 
of the fact that education is not a monopoly of public 
authority.” Nor is the church-related school “a limi- 
tation on the right of the State to insure an educated 
citizenry ... 

“Only those who teach hatred teach division; 
those who teach love teach unity ... 


“Church-related schools reflect nothing so clearly 
as that American spirit which demands unity in the 
essentials of citizenship while defending to the death 
those things in which the citizen is guaranteed his 
freedom. 


“What, then, is the place of the private and 
church-related schools in America? 


“Their place is one dictated by nothing more than 
justice and equity, and accorded the recognition of 
their worth. They have, we repeat, full right to be 
considered and dealt with as components of the 
American education system. They protest against the 
kind of thinking that would reduce them to a second- 
ary level, and against unfair and discriminatory 
treatment... 

“The students of these schools have the right to 
benefit from those measures, grants, or aids, which 
are manifestly designed for the health, safety and 
welfare of American youth, irrespective of the school 
attended.” 
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sre and oppression in the name 
of “God” in the period before 
church and state were separated 
in America. 


= BISHOPS resort again and 
again to verbal trickery in the 
many parts of their statement 
where they speak of private edu- 
eation’s “right to exist” and ex- 
press their horror at what they 
pretend to regard as a govern- 
ment “monopoly” of education. 
The right of parochial or private 
schools to exist is not in question. 
The Bishops themselves point to 
the phenomenal growth which 
their school system has enjoyed 
under church-state separation. 
But what the Bishops are really 
asserting is not the “right” of 
their schools to exist, but their 
alleged “right” to exist at public 
expense. 

This, of course, is not a “right” 
but a great wrong, according to 
the principle enunciated by Thom- 
as Jefferson long ago—that “‘to 
compel a man to furnish contribu- 
tions of money for the propaga- 
tion of opinions which he disbe- 
lievés, is sinful and tyrannical.” 
The Bishops themselves refer to 
Jefferson, but without any regard 
to his real view on this point, just 
as they misleadingly cite the Su- 
preme Court’s opinion in the Ore- 
gon school case of 1925, in which 
the Court upheld the right of par- 
ents to send their children to non- 
public schools but said nothing 
about any right to do so at public 
expense. 

If the Bishops are really inter- 
ested in quoting from Supreme 
Court decisions relevant to their 
present demands, they could not 
do better than to cite the follow- 
ing clear-cut, basic statement of 
American principle occurring in 
the Everson case of 1947 and re- 
iterated in the McCollum and Zor- 
ach cases of 1948 and 1952: 

“The ‘establishment of religion’ 
clause of the First Amendment 
means at least this: Neither a 
state nor the Federal Government 
can set up a church. Neither can 
pass laws which aid one religion, 
aid all religions, or prefer one re- 
ligion over another . . . No tax in 
any amount, large or small, can 
be levied to support any religious 
activities or institutions, what- 
ever they may be called, or what- 
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Eternal Vigilance Is the Price of Freedom 
by Rev. Carroll R. Stegall, Jr. 


ON OcTOBER 31, 1517, a young 

priest named Martin Luther 
nailed a sheet of paper listing 
ninety-five theological arguments 
to the door of the cathedral in his 
city, Wittenburg, Germany. The 
Reformation was officially born, 
bringing freedom, liberty of con- 
science, salvation by faith in 
Christ, and the blessings of spir- 
itual enlightenment into the 
world. 

On Sunday, October 16, 1955, 
Roman Catholic priests all over 
the diocese of Atlanta-Savannah 
read the “sermon” for the day: 
a letter from Archbishop Gerald 
P. O’Hara, bishop of the diocese. 
The letter was an outline of a 
program to win the South for 
Roman Catholicism by bringing 
home to non-Catholics “a realiza- 
tion of the duty they have of giv- 
ing fair-minded study to the be- 
liefs of the church which their 
forefathers in the past held so 
sacred and which they accepted 
with all their hearts.” Said the 
Archbishop further, “We know 
the expressions of heart-felt joy 
that have poured from grateful 
souls that came to know the Cath- 
olic (he meant Roman Catholic) 
Church as it really is and not as 
it is so often described by those 
who know it not.” 

And so we have been warned. 
For some years watchful Protes- 
tants have been saying that the 
next drive of the Roman Church 
would be upon the South—the 
once-called “Bible Belt.” Pious 
and near-sighted persons have re- 
plied that such talk was un-Chris- 
tian. Now we have been warned. 
You have no reason to be sur- 
prised, then, when your children 
come home some day with Roman 
literature in their hands. You 
need not be startled, then, when a 
drive by “worker priests” appears 
in your neighborhood. 





ever form they may adopt to 
teach or practice religion .. .” 
In the light of the Constitution 
and the best traditions of Amer- 
ica, the Bishops’ case as presented 
in their November 19 statement 
collapses like a house of cards. 


We wonder if Archbishop 
O’Hara has forgotten, however, 
that he is not speaking to ignor- 
ant Italian peasants or benighted 
Irish serfs? We wonder if he has 
any idea that Americans do not 
know history and truth? He says 
our “fathers accepted the Roman 
Church with all their hearts.” 
Who does he think our fathers 
are? Perhaps he is thinking of 
John Huss, who was promised 
indemnity if he gave himself up— 
and was burned alive. We wonder 
if he is thinking of Savonarola, 
who for calling for pure living 
among the priests was strangled 
to death. We wonder if he was 
thinking, perhaps, of John Knox, 
who was chained to the oars of a 
galley ship and spent the young 
years of his life as a galley slave. 
Perhaps he was remembering the 
thousands of Christians who were 
shot, burned and stabbed to death 
on St. Bartholomew’s day in 
France—mothers with babies in 
their arms, young men, venerable 
saints alike. Yes, that must be 
what he was thinking of. After 
all, the Pope marched in joyous 
“thanksgiving procession” when 
the news reached the Vatican. 

Yes, these are our fathers, Mr. 
O’Hara. Your church has never 
repented of the murders and 
crimes they perpetrated in the 
name of “The Church.” And we 
have not forgotten. It is not easy 
to forget, you see, when every day 
you keep reminding us. We read 
(even in our Romanist-controlled 
news columns) every day of 
atrocities in Colombia, restric- 
tions of liberty in Spain, Italy, 
and anywhere the triple-crown of 
the Pope is exalted above the 
Crown of Thorns. 

We have not forgotten... 


STOP SMOKING! 
BANISH THE CRAVING FOR TOBACCO! 


The easily applied method explained in “THE 
SMOKING HABIT” by Wodehouse will enable 
you to quickly and positively rid yourself of the 
Tobacco Habit. Read this book through. You'll 
enjoy it, and if you don’t give up smoking, you 
get your money back and no questions asked. 
Postpaid only $1.00. 


NEW LIFE Dept. CO-26 Rowan, lowa 
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CANDLE OF 
THE MONTH 


February 3 marks the 
Feast of St. Blaise, Ro- 
man Catholic martyr who 
is celebrated and vener- 
ated for his miraculous 
cure of a boy’s throat. 


Are you suffering from a sore throat this month? If you 
are, and if you’re a devout Roman Catholic, you will not have 
to depend on your family physician or the current pharmaco- 
poeia for relief; all you have to do is invoke the name of St. 
Blaise, patron of throats, to cure you. For nothing—not even 
the throat—fails to find its way into the Roman Catholic cata- 


log of Things to Be Blessed. 


Bless My Throat! 


by FRANCIS J. KIEDA 


A™ons the innumerable liturgi- 
cal blessings found in the Ro- 
man Ritual—such as the blessing 
of airplanes, ships, fishing vessels, 
automobiles, bridges, printing 
presses, houses, breweries, ani- 
mals, bees, seeds, fruits, harvests, 
wine, beer, water, birds, cheese, 
cotton, ashes, candles, and so on, 
ad infinitum—there is a special 
blessing for candles which have 
the function of being employed in 
the blessing of throats. This pecu- 
liar blessing is administered prin- 
cipally on the feast of St. Blaise, 
which occurs on two different 
days: in the Western Church on 
February 3, and in the Eastern 
Churches on February 11. 
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St. Blaise, bishop and martyr, 
was born at Sebaste, in Armenia. 
The exact date is veiled in ob- 
security, though martyrologies of 
the ninth century furnish some 
data. Since his parents were of 
noble extraction and were opu- 
lent, young Blaise (or Blasius) 
had all the advantages of a Chris- 
tian training. 

As so often happens in the case 
of Roman Catholic history and 
doctrine, the fewer the facts, the 
greater the opportunity for creat- 
ing details of a convenient nature, 
which, for lack of historical data, 
are virtually incontestable. Hence, 
a body of legend full of fantasy, 
lore, and fiction often transforms 
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an obscure name into a 
saint with all the accouterr 
which only the Roman Church 
provide. This is forthrightly ag 
mitted in the Catholic Encyclope 
dia (Vol. II, p. 592), in which the 
following occurs: 

“In the oldest known recensgigy 
of the so-called martyrology of §& 
Jerome the name of St. Blasigs 
does not appear; it is only in the 
later, enlarged catalogues that he 
is mentioned. The historical] no 
tices concerning him in the map. 
tyrologies and synaxaria rest op 
the legendary Acts . . . All the 
particulars concerning his life 
and martyrdom which are found 
in the Acts [of the Martyrs] are 
purely legendary and have no 
claim to historical worth.” 

Like many another Catholic 
saint, Blaise is purported to have 
performed many miraculous 
cures. These he accomplished with 
the sign of the cross. 

According to accounts related 
in the life of St. Blaise, a terrible 
persecution of the Christians was 
started under Emperor Licinius. 
Agricolaus, Governor of Armenia, 
by order of the emperor came to 
Sebaste, with the purpose of ex- 
terminating all Christendom. St. 
Blaise, supposedly directed by 
God, sought shelter in a cave up- 
on Mount Aggeus, where he was 
found by the governor’s hunters. 
Because he was a Christian, they 
brought him into the city and 
thrust him into a dungeon. | 

Here people visited him through | 
the kindness of the jailer, and 
here he performed some cures. | 
Among these was the cure of a 
boy, the only son of a widow, who 
had a fishbone lodged in such a 
position in his throat that it ‘was 
impossible to extricate it. The 
throat was greatly swollen, and 
he was suffering excruciating 
pain. Bishop Blaise raised his 
eyes toward heaven and made the 
sign of the cross upon the suffer- 
ing throat. Without experiencing 
any further pain, the boy was im- 
mediately relieved of the bone, 
the swelling disappeared, and he 
went joyfully away. So goes the 
story. 


























































THE BLESSING 
OF THE THROAT 


Just as today there are many 
popular saints in the Church of 





ae 


Rome, such as St. Theresa, St. 
Rita, St. Rocco, and St. Anthony, 
who are invoked constantly, so in 
the Middle Ages there were many 

rite saints, among whom was 
$, Blaise. To this day he is in- 
yoked in cases of illness of the 























ensign § throat. 

y ofS § On February 3 a special bless- 
Basins ing is provided for Roman Catho- 
in the f jjces. The Blessing cf the Throat 
hat he § js administered to the people with 
al no # candles blessed according to the 
© Mar § Roman Ritual. The whole cere- 
est on f mony is given in some detail, 
\ll the ] chiefly to illustrate the subtle way 
8 life § jn which the position occupied by 
found | Christ is usurped by Roman Cath- 
8] are § lic “saints”—in this case, a rela- 
ve 00 § tively obscure man at that. 

First, two crossed candles are 
itholie § blessed in the following manner :' 
) have Versicle: “Our help in the name 
1lous § of the Lord.” 

1 with Response: “Who made heaven 
and earth.” 
elated Versicle: “The Lord be with 
rrible you.” 
S was Response: “And with thy spir- 
Inlus. & ‘ne 
renia, “Let us pray.—Omnipotent and 
me to § merciful God, Who hast created 
f ex- § all the various things of the world 
. St. § by the Word alone, and hast 
1 by § wished this same Word, through 
€ up- § which all things were made, to be 
+ was §— incarnated for the reformation of 
ters. | man: Thou Who art great, and 
they | immense, terrible and _praise- 
and § worthy, and performing wonders: 
for Whom, confessing his faith, 
ough § the glorious Martyr and Bishop 
and St. Blaise, unafraid of all sorts of 
ures. § tortures, happily secured the palm 
of a § of martyrdom: Who hast con- 
who § ferred upon the same, among 
cha § other graces, this prerogative, 
was that he be able to heal through 
The § Thy power any illness of the 
and § throat; we suppliantly implore 
ting Thy majesty, that unmindful of 
his our guilt, but placated by his mer- 
the its and prayers, Thou deignest by 
ffer- Thy venerable piety bless [priest 
cing makes the sign of the cross here] 
im- and sanctify [another sign of the 
one, cross], this creature of wax, in- 
| he fusing Thy grace; that all those, 
the whose throats have been touched 


by it [i.e., the wax] through good 
faith, be freed from any illness of 
the throat through the merits of 
his suffering, and that they, 
healthy and happy, render thanks 
unto Thee in Thy holy Church, 
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and praise Thy glorious name, 
which is blessed forever. Through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, Thy Son, 
Who liveth and reigneth in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, God, 
forever. Response. Amen.” 


T THIS POINT the candles are 

sprinkled with holy water. 
The priest then proceeds to the 
blessing of throats. He takes the 
candles and holds them over the 
heads of the people or touches 
each throat with the crossed 
candles. In some places “oil is 
consecrated in which the wick of 
a small candle is dipped and the 
throats of those present are 
touched with them.” 

The formula used in blessing 
throats is as follows: “May God 
at the intercession of St. Blaise 
preserve you from any throat ill- 
ness and from every other evil. 
In the name of the Father and the 
Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.”* 
According to custom this blessing 
may be given at any time during 
the year, and in any place.* 

St. Blaise is represented as car- 
rying two crossed candles in his 
hands, or else he is pictured in 
the cavern where he was arrested 
by the governor’s hunters; he is 
surrounded by wild animals, who, 
according to legend, brought him 
food when he was in hiding. His 
relics are found in many churches 
and altars dedicated to him, as 
well as in many cities and towns, 
for instance, Taranto, Ragusa 
(Italy) and the Abbey of St. 
Blaise in the Black Forest (Ger- 
many).° 


THINGS=—OR CHRIST? 


Ritualism and the employment 
of special blessings on things are 
entirely foreign to the teachings 
of the New Testament. The mul- 
titude of ceremonies and forms of 
the Old Testament were among 
the types and shadows which met 
fulfillment in Christ and were 
done away with at the Cross. For, 
as Christ said to the woman of 
Samaria, “The hour cometh, and 
now is, when the true worship- 
pers shall worship the Father- in 
spirit and in truth: for the Father 
seeketh such to worship Him. God 
is a Spirit: and they that wor- 
ship Him must worship Him in 
spirit and in truth.” (John 4:23, 
24) 


Christ is now the center of wor- 
ship. The sacrifice of Calvary 
has been completed, and the be- 
liever stands before God as his 
own priest, with Christ as his 
High Priest. Because of this di- 
rect relationship, as of the true 
Vine to its branches, it is scarcely 
tenable that mere things must be 
interposed for the benefit of the 
believer or that parts of his body 
should be, in a sense, exorcised by 
an earthly priest. 

Thus the use of candles, in- 
cense, and animal sacrifices—in 
fact, the whole system of ritual 
contained in the Old Testament— 
is no longer necessary in the wor- 
ship of God. Rone says that “to 
continue the use of such things, 
or to modify and give them a 
Christian meaning, is to pervert 
the whole spirit of the Gospel, to 
center the minds of the people on 
things and not on Christ, and to 
turn the worship of God into a 
cold, mechanical, meaningless pre- 
tense.’”* 


IN FELLOWSHIP 
AND PRAYER 


The real spirit of Christianity 
is completely devoid of formalism, 
which is out of harmony with the 
simplicity of the Gospel. Consider 
the following evidences of fellow- 
ship and communion in the Apos- 
tolic age as contrasted with the 
ceremonies of the pre-Christian 
era: 

“Then returned they unto Jeru- 
salem from the mount called Oli- 
vet, which is from Jerusalem a 
sabbath day’s journey. And when 
they were come in, they went up 
into an upper room, where abode 
both Peter, and James, and John, 
and Andrew, Philip, and Thomas, 
Bartholomew, and Matthew, 
James the son of Alphaeus, and 
Simon Zelotes, and Judas the 
brother of James. 

“These all continued with one 
accord in prayer and supplication, 
with the women, and Mary the 
mother of Jesus, and with His 
brethren.” (Acts 1:12-14) 

“And they continued stedfastly 
in the apostles’ doctrine and fel- 
lowship, and in breaking of bread, 
and in prayers.” (Acts 2:42) 

“Be ye therefore followers of 
God, as dear children; and walk 
in love, as Christ also hath loved 

(Continued on page 27) 
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Visions of the Future 


Apart from the four visions of 
Mary the Pope claims to have 
had, he recently corroborated the 
story in Oggi (“Today”), a week- 
ly illustrated magazine, about the 
supposed appearance of Christ at 
the foot of his bed on December 
2, 1954. 

The Sunday edition of L’Osser- 
vatore, Vatican newspaper, car- 
ried the news that on the day pre- 
vious, that is, December 1, the 
Pope heard these words distinct- 
ly: “You will have a vision.” The 
daily continues to explain that 
this was not the voice of Christ. 
And on the following day, accord- 
ing to Oggi, the Pope beheld 
Christ in His full grown form. 
The article says that when the 
ailing Pontiff’s illness from a gas- 
tric disturbance reached a climax, 
the Pope began reciting the pray- 
er “Anima Christi’ (“Soul of 
Christ’’). 

When he came to the words 
“in hora mortis meae, voca me” 
(“in the hour of my death call 
me”), the Pope saw “the sweet 
person of Jesus Christ at his bed- 
side.” 

“In that moment,” adds the 
magazine, “the holy father be- 
lieved that the Teacher came to 
call him to Himself and, serenely 
answering to the call, he contin- 
ued the prayer: Jube me venire 
ad Te (Order me to.come to 
Thee). Jesus, however, did not 
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come to take him, but to console 
him and give him the certainty 
that his hour had not yet come.” 

Later when asked about the 
verity of the vision, the Pope ad- 
mitted that Christ really appeared 
before him at the height of his 
illness. 

It could be significant that two 
miracles are necessary before an 
individual can be declared a 
saint. Pius XII may have ambi- 
tions reaching beyond the grave. 


Workers of the World, Arise! 


After so many centuries, the 
Church of Rome has made some 
radical changes in her liturgy for 
Holy Week, and that for the bene- 
fit and convenience of laborers. 
The Congregation of Rites an- 
nounced the changes, which were 
approved by the Pope. 

We subjoin here some of the 
altered portions of the liturgy. 
On Holy Thursday, the Mass for 
Consecration of Holy Oils will be 
celebrated after 3 p.m. The solemn 
mass commemorating Christ’s In- 
stitution of the Holy Eucharist 
must be held between 5 and 8 p.m. 
On Good Friday, the solemn litur- 
gy of the day will be conducted 
at about 3 p.m.—the hour when 
Christ died. 

The following change is quite 
radical: On Holy Saturday, the 
solemn mass must be celebrated 
about midnight so that it will ex- 
tend into Easter Sunday. For par- 


ay 


ticular reasons, the mass op | 
vigil of Easter may also be g 
at a different hour, but this g 
never begin before sunset, ~ 

The purpose of the chang 
to encourage more people 
cially workers—to attend. 





Modern Martyrs 





Recently, the National A 
tion of Evangelicals in Was 
ton, D.C., alleged that in a+ 
outbreak of religious persecut 
in Colombia twenty Protestg 
have been slaughtered. Details 
the murderous attacks were g 
by the NAE in a letter to Mp 
John Foster Dulles, Secretary of 
State. Acting secretary of the 
Evangelical Association, Rey, H. 
Gill, informed Mr. Dulles that the 
churches represented by his or- 
ganization trust that the State 
Department “will do everything 
in its power to bring to a speedy 
end the vicious anti-Protestant 
sentiment which gives rise to such 
incidents.” According to the re 
port “at least eleven” members of 
a Protestant congregation in El 
Meta were among those put to 
death. 

In addition, reports from Bo 
livia and Ecuador indicate that 
“a new wave of violence” has 
threatened Protestants in those 
areas, with many meetings dis 
rupted and lives placed in jeop- 
ardy. 

























The Truth Hurts: 
Down with Truth! 


Daniel Jimenez (pseudonym: 
Ernesto Leon Herrera), a Roman 
Catholic priest in Colombia, has 
been unfrocked because of his 
book Lo Que El Cielo No Perdona 
(What Heaven Does Not Par 
don), published in Bogota in 
1954. The book is a_ historical 
novel which vividly portrays and 
denounces the atrocities perpe 
trated against liberals and nom 
Catholics in Colombia during 
recent years. 

The Bishop of Bucaramanga 
had the priest-author unfrocked 
and arrested when he visited that 
city. Cain Was Born in Colombia, 
To Do Good Is a Sin, and Why 
Marriages Fail in Colombia are 
the titles of three other books he 
has in manuscript form. 
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A Crusade For Each Of Us To Reach One Person With The 
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Spiritual Truth That Can Save American Freedoms and Civil Liberties 


We can stop the encroachments of the Roman 
Catholic Church on our American liberties—IF WE 
ACT IN TIME. 


e We can preserve our civil liberties 


e It is possible to stop the persecution of Protes- 
tants in all parts of the world 


e We can prevent Rome from raiding or milking 
public tax furids for the advancement of her 
own schools, hospitals and churches 


e We can win individual Roman Catholics to the 
Lord Jesus Christ 


WE MUST UNITE: 

To combat the evil influences of 
the Roman Catholic system on the 
political, economic, social and re- 
ligious life of America. Protestants 

who love their freedom must act 
now. The task is a big one. It calls for the effort of 
every one. 


3 THE CHALLENGE: 
EACH ONE, REACH ONE 
If each alerted Protestant Christian 
will reach one friend with the truth, 


we will have doubled our ranks. 






THE METHOD: 


We are asking\that you select one friend or ac- 
quaintance to be reached with this Crusade message. 

Then pray for your friend, Pray earnestly and 
often. 






Next, with your copy of the. Con- 
verted Catholic magazine, go to talk 
to your friend. Show him the maga- 
zine. Explain to him how Roman 
Catholicism is gaining control over 
ao political, social, economic and 

religious life in America today. Point 

out to him what has happened to in- 
dividual freedoms in countries where Roman Catholi- 
cism has been in power. 

Explain that if America is to preserve her Chris- 
tian, democratic ideals, every Protestant American 
who loves liberty must be alerted to the danger of 
un-American minority and majority pressure groups. 

Tell your friend that only an informed Christian 
can be an alert American Protestant. 

Suggest that he subscribe to the magazine regu- 
larly, or, if he desires, write for a free copy. Suggest 
that he become acquainted with the many fine and 
informative books and pamphlets which have been 
written on the Roman Catholic question. 

Then, ask your friend to join with you, and the 
other alerted Americans in earnest, daily prayer for 
America—for the preservation of American liberties 
—and for the souls of the Roman Catholics in 
America. 

It is only as we each pray for the Roman Catholics 
in our own communities, as we seize opportunities to 
witness to them, as we live our Christian testimony 
before them, as we defend our concept of freedom 
and liberty that we will win them to Christ. 





EACH ONE, REACH ONE 
For additional information or help, write to: 
DR. WALTER M. MONTANO, Execative Director 


CHRIST'S MISSION, INC. 
27 E. 22nd Street, New York 10, N. Y. 


Dear Friend of 


EACH GONE, REACH One <his i tes heme 
tians who will personally assume the tesponsib 
Protestant truths of human freedom and erty 

If these great truths are to reach the dex ted 
personal efforts of each one of us. The mass\communic 
to the dissemination of these truths. For this reasc 
alive to the dangers inherent in the Roman Cathol 


EACH ONE, REACH ONE is a crusade for each one to reach one other friend or neighbor with 
two vitally important truths: (1) the truth that Roman°Catholic system is @ mefiace “to Otir 
American ideals of freedom and democracy, and (2) the truth that an alerted Protestantism ‘can 
and will unite to prevent the destruction of our liberties and to preserve our Ar-rican 
democratic way of life and our Christian freedoms. 


As you know by your conversations with other Protestants and by your own observa- 
tion, much of Protestant America is now unaware of the dangers of the Roman Catholic system 
to America. Through our campaign of EACH ONE, REACH ONE we can double the ranks 
of informed, alerted Protestants. 


We are asking each one of our friends to pledge themselves to reach at least one other 
person with this vital message in the next three months. 


Show your friend your most recent copy of the Converted Catholic magazine. Explain 
to him how Roman Catholicism is.gaining power and prestige in our political, economic, social 
and religious life. Point out to him what has happened to individual freedoms in countries 
where Roman Catholicism is in. power. 


Explain that if America is to preserve her Christian, democratic ideals, every Prot- 
estant American who loves liberty must be alerted to the danger of un-American minority and 
majority pressure groups. 


Tell your friend that only an informed Christian can besanalert»American Protestant. 
Suggest that he subscribe to the Converted Catholic magazine, or if. he desires, write for a free 
copy. Suggest that he become acquainted with the many fine and informative books and 
pamphlets which have been written on the Roman Catholic question. 


I need hardly stress to you, a regular reader of the Converted Catholic, the iniportance 
of this campaign in the light of the present.dangers and the increasing: power and prestige of 
the Roman Catholic system. As Christians, it is our-duty to unite in this cause: As Americatis, 
it is in defense of all that we hold dear. 


I thank God for Christians like you who are already alerted. If you and every other 
alerted Protestant will reach one, we will double our ranks—and thereby double our offense. 


God bless you. in your commitment to this crusade. 


WALTER M. MontTaNo 
Executive Director 
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Dr. Walter M. Montaiio, Executive Directer 


CHRIST'S MISSION, INC: 
27 E. 22nd Street, New York 10, N. Y. 


Dear Dr. Montana: 


As an American Protestant who. cherishes the per- 
sonal freedoms and civil liberties which God has granted 
to us in this democracy, I recognize the responsibility 
which is mine to take an active part in preserving these 
freedoms and liberties. 


| WANT TO ENROLL IN THIS CRUSADE FOR FREEDOM. 


one eneceesonnes en: a oneenenssecasans:! ft ft easace | 
2 
+ 
. 
o 
2 
. 
2 
7 
. 
. 


| hereby pledge myself to pray for our country, for the preservation of © 
American freedoms, and for the souls of my Roman Catholic neighbors. 


Please enter my subscription to the Converted Catholic magazine for 

year(s). (at $2.00 for | year; $3.50 for 2 years; $5.00 for 3. years; 

50¢ additional outside U.S.A.) | enclose’ a check (or money order) for 
to cover this amount. 


al request .a list. of books and pamphlets which will help me to better 
inform: myself on: this: issue: 


NAME ______ 


a ee ea 


ADDRESS _. __ 





Be Informed on the vital Catholic Question 


Read these important books—order them for friends: 


Dr. Montaiio, “The Monk Who Lived Again,” 
takes you behind the velvet veil of the Roman Catho- 
ee Ree 


* 


THE MONK WHO LIVED AGAIN 
by 8B. H. Pearson 


The fascinating and revealing biography of Dr. 
Walter M. Montafio, a monk who searched for peace 
which was not his, until after leaving the Church of 
Rome, he met Jesus Christ. 

$1.75 
Extra chapter by Dr. Montafio including pictures. 


FIFTY YEARS IN THE CHURCH OF ROME: 
: by Father Chiniquy 
One of the classic exposes of Roman Catholic 
.. error. as well as a biography of a great life. A limited 
number of reprint copies are available. 

$3.75 


METHODS OF WITNESSING 
TO ROMAN CATHOLICS 
. by J. Carder 
: What. should you remember in speaking to 
= Roman Catholics about their souls’ ents What 
ee ee ne ee 


portant points are covered in this practical booklet. : 
-50 


WHAT ROME TEACHES 
by Edward J. Tonis 


An excellent treatment of the differences be- 
tween the teachings of the Church of Rome and 
: Evangelical Christianity. Questions after each chap- 
* ter suitable for discussion groups. é 


ROSARY ROAD 


The ory of one who sought bappi 
ness first in Seva we Tees . 7 
in the world—only to find it at last in a = 


Lord Jesus Christ. An excellent booklet t) give a 


vent life. ’ es 
“$$ 2 


NO FRIEND OF FREEDOM 
by Jeffree James 


An up to date account of the Roman Catholic 
Church’s viene and actions respecting persecution 
of non-Catholics. 


Dept. BD — Enclose Remittance 


$ 25 


* * * 


See MENACING SHADOWS 
one of the ae important films on the Catholic 


The Truth Is Shocking! The Facts Are Indisputable! 4 
The Story Is Unbiase a! 
A documented, eye-opening Sl tcation of | 
the See: Ser threat to American eee social and 
liberties: A. motion ‘hcuee so 
Sacoiec of Reman ee GAGE ale Oe ee 


Here’s what they’re saying about MENACING | 
SHADOWS:.. 


“The film was grand. Our entire church saw it and & 
realized its implications.” a 


ere most enthusiastic about MENACING — 


many pastors — 
Soe Ge it is wanted 


“The film was.a real challen St oul 
f T thin 


service. In my opinion that this tevene a4 
the beet iat of dts\type tikerecdner seen.” ; 


lémm, sound, Black & White, 30 minutes 
Rental: $15.00 


— Dept. FD — 


TO ORDER BOOKS AND TO RENT FILM, WRITE TO: 


CHRIST'S MISSION, INC., 27 East 22nd St., New York 10, N. Y. 


(Be SURE TO INDICATE PROPER DEPT.) 








Rights of Minorities Salvaged 

The rights of religious minori- 
ties were sustained on October 19, 
when the notorious Quebec pro- 
yincial statute permitting Mon- 
treal to order store closings on 
six Roman Catholic holy days of 
obligation was declared null and 
yoid by the Supreme Court of 
Canada. The six holidays affected 
by Montreal’s bylaw No. 2048 are 
the following: New Year’s Day, 
January 1; the Epiphany, Janu- 
ary 6; Ascension Day, forty days 
after Easter; All Saints’ Day, No- 
yember 1; The Feast of the Im- 
maculate Conception, December 
8; and Christmas Day, December 
25 











































































































A unanimous agreement was 
reached by the nine Supreme 

# Court justices, including three 

@ Romanists, to the effect that the 
® FE provincial Legislature had ex- 
ceeded its constitutional powers 
by legislating in a domain already 
covered by criminal law, which 
falls exclusively within the juris- 
diction of Parliament. 
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Two Heads of State Meet 


1 On December 5, Signor Giovan- 
ni Gronchi, President of the Ital- 
ian Republic, was created a Papal 

of Knight of the Golden Spur, sec- 

d ond highest of the five papal or- 

e ders of chivalry. A special audi- 

- ence with the Pope was accorded 

5 him on the following day. Since 

the ratification of the Lateran 

+ >@ pacts in 1929, this is the seventh 

d instance when the head of the 

Italian nation has passed the 

boundary of the little Vatican 

State to render homage and obei- 

sance to the Supreme Pontiff of 

the Roman Church. 


“awe Meee Re eee 
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Priest Defies State Law 


The traffic law of Arizona has 
been violated and defied by a Ro- 
man Catholic priest. Seemingly 
yielding to pressure Governor 
Ernest McFarland has backed up 
the priest rather than the Ari- 
zona Highway Commission. 
/§ _ An unsettled conflict between 

® Rev. Joseph Murphy of Tucson 
and the Arizona Highway Com- 
Mission has existed for the past 
few months. “An electric traffic 
signal has been erected at the in- 
tersection of Ajo Way and Or- 
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phanage Road, thus eliminating 
the necessity of the ‘School Slow’ 
signs. In fact, the continued pres- 
ence of the school signs creates a 
traffic hazard in view of the fact 
that an electric signal now con- 
trols traffic.” 


An editorial in the Baptist Bea- 
con continues: “The priest was 
asked to remove the school signs 
but he refused. The Arizona 
Highway Commission ruled that 
the signs must go and ordered 
them removed. This action has 
the effect of law. The priest with 
the backing of his Bishop, still 
refuses to remove the signs and 
threatens to replace them if re- 
moved by officers. 

“A highway patrol sergeant 
was sent to remove the signs, but 
he (being a Catholic) was threat- 
ened with excommunication if he 
carried out the order of the High- 
way Commission. He refused to 
remove the signs, thus obeying 
the priest rather than the law en- 
forcement agency for which he 
was working. 

“(Note: According to the Ari- 
zona Daily Star, Nov. 17, 1955, 
Rev. Murphy denied the threat of 
excommunication. Quoted from 
the Tucson newspaper story : ‘The 
priest said the sergeant, B. D. 
Velasco, came to him as a par- 
ishioner and asked if there would 
be any religious conflict in his 
carrying out the order. Rev. Mur- 
phy said he explained—as a par- 
ish priest—that canon law pro- 
vides for excommunication for 
anyone laying violent hands on a 
priest or making a violent arrest. 
He added that he told the ser- 
geant that there was nothing to 
worry about in this case since a 
citation would be accepted.’ So 
much for the priest’s explanation, 
but we wonder why it was neces- 
sary for the Highway Patrol to 
send out a [Catholic] patrolman 


to carry out the orders of the De- 


partment?) 

“And now Gov. McFarland has 
sided with the law-defying priest 
and has urged the Highway Com- 
mission to settle the dispute in a 
way ‘satisfactory to the school 
and a hearing be held if neces- 
sary.’ And this was done in spite 
of the unanimous ruling of the 
Commission that the signs should 
be removed.” 

We have here an instance of a 





patent violation of the principle 
of the separation of church and 
state. Incidents of this sort are 
bound to have nation-wide reper- 
cussions. Too often the authori- 
tarian Church of Rome seems to 
have the final word. 


Dangerous Precedent 


The new president of Local 70 
of the American Federation of 
Musicians is the Rev. Francis P. 
Schmitt, director of music at Fa- 
ther Flanagan’s Home for Boys. 
This is the first time a priest has 
been selected president of a local 
union. 


To Make America Catholic 
(Continued Story) 


The Refugee Relief Act of 1953 
was attacked by Archbishop Pat- 
rick A. O’Boyle of Washington, 
D.C., as being too restrictive. 
Speaking to 1,350 guests at the 
fourth annual dinner of the 
American Committee on Italian 
Migration, the Archbishop pro- 
posed a liberalized immigration 
policy to admit 250,000 persons a 
year. 

The Immigration Act of 1953 
is slated to expire on December 
31, 1956. It is founded on a na- 
tional-origins quota system, and 
allows 209,000 new refugees to 
enter the United States annually. 
This number does not include the 
regular immigration quotas. — 

Significantly, Francis Cardinal 
Spellman of New York was deco- 
rated, during the banquet, with 
the Grand Cross of the Order of 
Merit, Italy’s highest decoration, 
for his efforts in favor of Italian 
immigration. 


Criminal Code Criticized 


The new criminal code of Wis- 
consin was roundly criticized by 
Monsignor Edward M. Kinney, a 
representative of the state’s bish- 
ops. Amendments are expected to 
be proposed by Roman Catholic 
leaders. Several sections of the 
code were attacked by Msgr. Kin- 
ney, who indicated that under the 
code abortion is no longer con- 
sidered murder, Sunday _ obser- 
vance regulations have been 
weakened, and the state’s sterili- 
zation law amounts to “legaliza- 
tion of mutilation.” 
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“Ye Shall Be Free Indeed” 


by Luciano Negrini 


Last month we featured the story of a young Roman 
Catholic girl, daughter of a Loyola University professor, 
who fell in love with a Catholic priest and determined 
against all obstacles—personal and ecclesiastical—to marry 
him. This she did, after many vicissitudes, which took her 
all the way to Italy in pursuit of the man she loved, and 
which caused them both to leave their Church. 

The story, once widely publicized, has drifted into 
obscurity. For the record, we would like to feature the 

"account of what happened in the ensuing months, when the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ touched their lives—all told in the 
words of one of the most controversial, talked-about figures 
of the mid-century, ex-Father Negrini himself. 


‘Tae WERE MANY speculations 

about my future immediately 
before and after I renounced my 
Roman Catholic priesthood in 
1951, but they were more in- 
spired by a sort of romantic bet- 
ting than by any real wish to 
come to the aid of an ostracized 
priest and the girl who was deter- 
mined to marry him. 

Occasionally we contacted some 
Christian denominations here and 
there, but two main obstacles still 
prevented me from embracing 
Christ with all my heart: first, 
the wrong belief that becoming a 
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Christian would mean renouncing 
my Latin traditions and capitu- 
lating to the Anglo-Saxons; and 
second, the belief that I would 
meet with the same human con- 
tests and secret fights for power 
in any Christian congregation I 
should join as I had found in the 
Roman Catholic communion. 
Some Irish-American priests 
who represented the rightist U.S. 
lobby in the Vatican tried several 
times to force the higher powers 
there to make a kind of “tough” 
statement concerning the “Neg- 
rini case,” but they were obliged 


to give the press what everyone 
already knew but had forgotten, 
namely, that any priest attempt. 
ing a civil marriage automati 
incurs the excommunication “re. 
served in a special way to the 
Holy See” (“specialissimo modo 
reservata”’), without any state 
ment or cfficial notification what. 
soever. 

The strange thing was that the 
Vatican never said anything 
about me, nor did any Italian 
priests (perhaps because they 
knew that in my case they would 
have done exactly the same 
thing). But the person who was 
most opposed to us was the Unit. 
ed States Vice-Consul in Milano, 
Miss Ruth Kelly, a fanatical Ro- 
man Catholic whom even the 
Italians disliked. She even went 
so far as to promise Fr. Finnegan, 
the Jesuit Dean of Loyola Univer. 
sity, that she would do her best 
to prevent us from getting mar- 
ried. And her best was far from 
being ineffective. 


AFT PRESENTING to my future 

wife a very low picture of 
Italy and the Italians, she refused 
for six months to grant her a le- 
gal declaration that she was 
obliged to give as proof that Clare 
Young was single, thus prevent- 
ing the Italian Civil Authority 
from taking action on our mar- 
riage. To circumvent the scheme, 
Clare felt that she was compelled 
to renounce her United States cit- 
izenship in order to be free to 
marry me. 

Miss Kelly then asked the Min- 
istry of the Interior of Italy to 
declare her persona non grata 
and so have her out of the coun- 
try, but the Ministry told her, in 
effect, to mind her own business. 
Miss Kelly, like her predecessor 
in Milano, Clare Booth Luce, 
was never able to understand, 
however, that Christ is much 
more powerful than any church 
or country in the world. We knew, 
because our faith in Him over- 
came the darkness of the world. 

Since we were striving for the 
truth we immediately found many 
sympathizers, not only in Italy 
but all over the world. We re 
ceived letters from every country 
encouraging us to stand strong it 
Christ. Some messages even came 
from priests who were hoping for 
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the victory of our faith in Him as 
an example for them to follow. 

The mother of a priest with 
whom I had gone to school used to 
put packages of food at our door 
very early in the morning. A 
Franciscan placed in my hands a 
thousand lire every time I met 
him. Some ex-priests came to see 
me suggesting the initiation of a 
new movement. The press with 
its 95% was sticking up for us. 
And what is more, the Lord many 
times sent us, in a miraculous 
way, sufficient money for one or 
two meals. 


















Bt LIVING in Italy was difficult 
for us. Of course, I met there 
many ex-priests who, despite the 
limitations of the Lateran Pacts 
concerning jobs for ex-priests, 
were working in some private en- 
terprises and were living quite 
well. That this was not my case 
was due, first, to the widespread 
publicity accorded us, and second, 
to the fact that after seventeen 
years of absence I felt myself a 
stranger in my own country. But 
the Lord came to our rescue and 
took care of these difficulties also. 

In April of 1952, four rigorous 
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was — but quite happy months after our 
are § marriage, Clare and I accepted an 
rent- § invitation to work in London as 
rity | joint domestic servants for a Jew- 





ish family, and also received some 
very nice letters from some good 
Christians there. 
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When we disembarked from the 
boat at Dover, we were met by an 
ex-priest who is now a preacher 
of the truth of Christ. During our 
year’s stay in the British Isles, I 
met several of these ex-priests, 













































































r, in § some even Italians, who had at 
ness. § last found Christ and Him alone, 
essor § but none of them was as accom- 
Luce, § modating and helpful to me in 
tand, § those days as the Rev. Mazierski. 
much § He took us immediately to Lon- 
wurch § don to the home of the family for 
new, § whom we were to work. 














“Whenever you need something 
of any kind, here is my phone 
number,” he said, disappearing in 
the fog of that cold English night. 












































Italy 

e re E next morning at seven 
untry o'clock sharp, ex-Father Neg- 
mg in § tini, who for many years had ad- 





large crowds in China 
and the United States, was kneel- 
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ing down on the stairway of a 
house in Cricklewood polishing 
the red steps. “... Then you have 
to serve breakfast to the chil- 
dren,” ordered the landlady. 

“Yes, madam,” I said, brushing 
my overalls with my hands. And 
was I suffering? Absolutely not! 
On the contrary, I was extremely 
happy. Happy that I was no long- 
er a mediator. Happy that I had 
become a free man like everyone 
else—poor, unknown, small, and 
most important, free. 

“Free? Wait a moment,” I said 
to myself. “Clare,” I called to my 
wife, who was cooking breakfast. 
“Clare, get the Bible that Mr. 
Mazierski gave us last night.” 

“I must cook now,” she an- 
swered. 

I ran upstairs to our small 
room under the roof and opened 
the Bible to John 8:32: “. . . and 
the truth shall make you free.” 
So I was free, because I had left 


error and was now in _ the 
truth... 

“Lu ... breakfast is ready to 
be served.” 


“All right, all right,” I an- 
swered. But everything went 
wrong at the table. At one time I 
served tea with salt instead of 
sugar. My mind was still en- 
grossed with the words of Jesus 
as reported by John. Was it pos- 
sible that for seventeen years I 
had understood those words in the 
wrong way? 


“‘T ISTEN,” Mrs. Chinn asked me 

sharply, “What were you do- 

ing in Italy before coming here?” 

“Oh-h . . . working . . . yes, 

working very hard,” I said, quite 
embarrassed. 

But I was not suited to that 
type of work, as I was too absent- 
minded. My wife was worth even 
less than I, since by that time she 


was expecting a child. After four . 


days among brooms, brushes, and 
kitchen outfits, we came to a mu- 
tual agreement with the Chinns 
to dissolve our labor contract and 
accept the hospitality of Mr. Maz- 
ierski. 

The truth was that we were 
physically exhausted and in need 
of some rest and good food. We 
were exhausted like people who 
finally reach the shore after a 
shipwreck but still cling to a piece 
of board—in our case, faith in 


our Lord. We actually felt that 
we needed to rest spiritually more 
than physically. “Rest in the 
Lord,” the Psalmist said, “and 
wait patiently for Him.” (Ps. 37: 
7) 

In a special way those weeks of 
peace were the period in which 
Christ convinced me more and 
more of the necessity of accepting 
Him as my only Saviour and of 
giving up once and for all the gos- 
pel of men in order to preach the 
Gospel of Christ. I was convicted 
that I should start a new life, as 
a new creature in Him, no matter 
if it was at the eleventh hour. I 
felt that only this unconditional 
acceptance of Christ as supreme 
Truth could make me free... 
free from my sins, free to go and 
talk to Him directly, no longer as 
a servant but as a son, free from 
the human materialism of the 
Vatican, free to read the Bible un- 
der the inspiration of the Holy 
Spirit, free to preach the Word of 
God as it is found in the Scrip- 
tures. 

We had the joy of seeing with 
our own eyes and understanding 
with our own hearts this super- 
natura] freedom, which we found 
reflected in the lives of many good 
Christian families in England. 
We began to partake with them of 
the joy of serving Christ freely. 
We were no longer alone, as we 
had been a few months before. 
Christ had taken the place of the 
Roman Catholic authorities, and 
He was taking care of us in a 
very sweet way, the way that 
only His sheep know. 


E exulted to meet an Italian 

ex-priest, who told me, “I am 
proud to be a preacher of Christ, 
and I hope that many other Ital- 
ians will accept Him as their 
Saviour.” 

As he spoke, all my life as a 
priest was running before my 
eyes as ina film... China... the 
United States ... all the doubts, 
the uncertainties, the disappoint- 
ments, the persecutions, the suf- 
ferings in a way of life that was 
not imposed by Christ but by men 
. .. and now finally the truth and 
freedom. No, I was not an apos- 
tate because I had had the cour- 
age to make my way back to 
Christ. I was a Christian. I was 
a man who had accepted the truth 
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Why Does God Allow 
Children to Suffer? 


That is a question which no theo- 
logian can answer. Even the Bible re- 
mains silent on the subject. 

There is one thing, however, that I 
believe God will not tolerate, and that 
is for us, His children, to allow little 
ones to suffer when it is within our 
power to help them. 

The land of Greece probably has 
more orphans in proportion to its popu- 
lation than any other country in the 
world. Almost 400,000 orphans out of 
a population of seven million! And in 
Greece the American Mission to Greeks 
has built and maintains the only Prot- 
estant orphanage for Greek children. 

“T have a little boy of ten who never 
felt a mother’s love,” writes Michael 
Belos, a blind Protestant believer in 
Greece. “Being extremely poor I had to 
place him in a state institution where 
he stayed for two years. Then they dis- 
charged him because I would not have 
him baptized in the Greek Orthodox 
Church. When I learned of your Prot- 
estant Orphanage, I immediately took 
him there and was allowed to stay with 
him for a few days. Words fail me to 
express how I feel about it. Such an 
institution never existed in Greece be- 
fore. If ever a new Book of the Acts of 
the Apostles were written, much could 
be said about this Orphanage and the 
work of the American Mission to 
Greeks. Of course, I know that if my 
son is to stay in this wonderful Orphan- 
age, it will be necessary for you to find 
a foster parent for him in America. 
That is why I am writing this letter. 
Just think of my plight—a blind, for- 
saken father, unable to offer his son 
anything. And yet, in spite of my blind- 
ness, I am able to distribute a great 
many Scriptures and other Gospel 
literature.” 

Would you not like to be a foster 
parent to this ten-year-old boy? His 
support is only $15 a month. You will 
receive his picture and have the privi- 
lege of corresponding with him. There 
are other children also waiting to be 
cared for in the Orphanage and to at- 
tend the Christian Day School operated 
by the same Mission. It is one of the 
most worth-while missionary enterprises 
you could undertake. Or you may be 
interested in providing the Scriptures 
this blind brother is anxious to distrib- 
ute. Ten dollars will provide him with 
fifty Modern Greek New Testaments. 
The people of Greece are eager to read 
the Word. They gave it to us and now 
it is our privilege to give it to them. 
Please send your contributions to 
American Mission to Greeks, Inc., Rev. 
Spiros Zodhiates, General Secretary, 
P. O. Box 423, Dept. C, New York 36, 
N. Y. (In Canada write to 90 Duplex 
Ave., Toronto 12, Ontario.) 
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no matter how great the cost. I 
was a human being who had 
fought seventeen years to reclaim 
what is one of the greatest of 
treasures given by God and re- 
affirmed by Christ: the freedom 
of conscience. 


IFFICULTIES seemed to arise 

again at the birth of our first 
child in London in the summer of 
1952, when publicity continually 
put before the public the misery 
in which we lived. At this, the 
Roman Catholic Church promptly 
proposed that we forget all about 
our wedding ceremony, change 
our names, and live unknown as 
brother and sister. 

We refused, of course, as I 
could not understand what crime 
I had committed that would re- 
quire me to fulfill such conditions. 
I repeated that I felt free to take 
with me the companion of my life 
while preaching the Gospel. 

But this had just been a skir- 
mish and not a battle, since, at 
the time, the Lord was already 
opening the doors of the Irish 
Church Mission in Dublin for us 
and preparing us for our study 
of the Bible, before leading us to 
an immense field of work on the 
American continent. All this took 
place through the kindness of the 
Rev. Walter M. Montano, Execu- 
tive Director of Christ’s Mission. 

From the first letter we re- 
ceived from this man, a stranger 
to us and himself a former monk, 
we immediately knew that only 
the Lord could have put us in 
touch with a person like that. As 
I read his biography I found much 
of myself in its pages. Our con- 
tinual correspondence with him 
shaped and framed my soul in the 


conviction that the Lord 
wanted me to be a missionary, byt 
a missionary of His Gospel raj 
than the gospel of men. 


Is DECEMBER of 1953 in Dublin, 

before a congregation of gi 
hundred people, my wife ang] 
officially accepted Christ as om 
only Saviour and the Bible as the 
only rule of our faith. The fag 
was reported by the daily papers 
and from that day I preached 
Christ in Dublin, Longford, ang 
many of the Christian churches 
of London, until the day that we 
accepted the call of the Lom 
through Dr. Montafio to fly t 
Mexico to work in this far vine 
yard of God. 

The night before we left, some 
Protestant organizations ap. 
ranged a great farewell party for 
us. To our great surprise, all the 
wonderful people who in the 
hands of the Lord had been the 
instruments of my conversion 
were there: the Irish Church Mis. 
sion delegate for England, the 
Secretary of the Protestant Alli- 
ance, the Secretary of the Protes. 
tant Women’s union, the Rey. 
Mazierski, some Calvinists, Evan- 
gelicals, Methodists, Baptists, 
Presbyterians—all of them to cel- 
ebrate the departure of a man 
who had come out of great dark 
ness and had experienced the mit- 
acle of the new birth. 

Only one dear friend was ab 
sent, though present in spirit, in 
that memorable gathering: Dr. 
Montano, “the monk who lived 
again,” who was waiting for w 
on the other side of the Atlantic 
to help him and his co-laborers in 
Christ’s Mission to bring America 
to Christ and Christ to America 
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Make America Catholic 


Broadminded Protestants who 
pave been dreaming of a World 
Council of Churches that would 
embrace the Roman Catholic 
Church within its long soft arms 
must have been awakened with a 
jar last month by the words of a 
Catholic leader. 

Speaking at the Chair of Unity 
Octave observance in Washing- 
ton, Auxiliary Bishop James J. 
Navagh said: 

“Do we want America to be 
Catholic? The answer is, we want 
America to be Catholic just as 
we want the whole world to be 
Catholic, for such is the will of 
God .. . It is our duty to make 
America Catholic.” 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
August 31, 1955 


Church and State 
: Mixed Marriage 


Rome.—Political authority has 
never had a protector more wor- 
thy of confidence than the Catho- 
lie Church, because the Church 
pases the State’s authority upon 
the will of the Creator and divine 
law. 

The Catholic Church has a mor- 
al duty to fight back when the 
laws of the State violate divine 
rights... 

These points were stressed by 
Pius XII... 

The Pontiff in solemn words 
warned: “While the Church and 
the State are independent powers, 

_ they must not, because of this, ig- 
nore, or even less, fight against 
each other. 

“It is far more in conformity 
with nature and the divine will 
that they collaborate in mutual 
understanding, because their ac- 
tivities apply to the same subject, 
namely the Catholic citizen. Cer- 
tainly cases of conflict remain 
possible. When the State’s laws 
ignore divine rights, the Church 
has a moral obligation to resist 
this”... 

The Catholic Church, he said, 
is “prepared to maintain relations 
with all cultures. She recognizes 
what in each of them is not con- 
tradictory to human nature, but 
in addition she introduces into 
each culture the truth and grace 
of Christ, and thus brings cul- 
tures closely together. Through 
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this, the Church greatly contrib- 
utes to bringing about world 
peace”... 

Discussing Church-State rela- 
tions, the Holy Father explained 
that the Church intervened often 
in the field of public life “in order 
to guarantee a just balance be- 
tween duties and obligations on 
the one hand, and rights and 
liberties on the other hand”... 

The Pope explained that the 
Church, like the State, has a sov- 
ereign right to all she needs for 
attaining her aims, including ma- 
terial means. 


The Denver Register, Sept. 18, 1955 
(NCWC) 


No-Priest Land 


The pastor, Father Ambrose 
E. Rohrbacher, [of the Infant of 
Prague parish in Jacksonville, 
N.C.] has seen the number of 
converts mount from a dozen a 
year to 50 last year, the highest 
number of any. parish in the 
state. 

Of the 3,070 counties in the 
U.S., there are more than 1,000 
in which no priest lives. If those 
counties were put together they 
would comprise 757,000 sq. mi., 
one-fourth of the U.S. Their area 
would make a country as large as 
Mexico, and it contains as many 
people as Canada. 

It comes as a shock to Catholics 
in the North to discover the vast 
size of No-Priest Land, the China 
in our own back yard. 

North Carolina is one of the 
least Catholic states in the Union. 
Out of a total population of 4,- 
100,000, there are only 30,000 
Catholics, or one in 137. This is 
a smaller percentage than in 
China, Japan, and Africa. 


Catholic Digest, February 1955 


Restraint of Trade 


New York, Dec. 5 (AP) — The 
American Civil Liberties Union 
today asked an end of movie in- 
dustry self-censorship by code. 

The ACLU took notice of a re- 
cent statement by Roman Catho- 
lic bishops who sought a new cru- 
sade against lax enforcement of 
movie decency codes. Said the 
ACLU: 

“The Bishops’ attack only em- 
phasizes what we have stated— 
the impossibility of a code pleas- 
ing all segments of opinion. We 
earnestly suggest that the code be 
eliminated, and the responsibility 
for presentation of acceptable 
films be placed where it belongs, 
in the hands of the individual 
company and producer and the 
general public, who, in the last 
analysis, will be the final judge, 
and the courts where the problem 
of obscenity can best be handled.” 

The ACLU made its suggestion 
in a letter to Eric Johnston, presi- 
dent of the Motion Picture Asso- 
ciation of America. It said the 


. MPAA is screening tomorrow, 


“The Man With a Golden Arm,” 
which deals with the subject of 
drug addiction, a taboo subject 
under the code. 

The ACLU described the code 
as a denial of free expression. 

“The major producers have 
combined to prohibit the use of 
certain subject matter in motion 
picture scripts,” it said, adding, 
“there is an effective restraint of 
trade of ideas.” 


Los Angeles Times, Dec. 6, 1955 





MIRAGE 
IN THE 
CATHEDRAL 


Mixed Marriage 


ROAD TO UNHAPPINESS 


INQUISITIONAL DECREE 
OF 1932 


Following is this latest decree of 
the Holy Office concerning 
mixed marriages: 


“It sometimes happens that so- 
called mixed marriages between 
Catholics and non-Catholics, 
baptized and non-baptized, are 
contracted, even after the re- 
quired assurances, but in such a 
manner that their observance, 
especially as regards the Catho- 
lic education of the children of 
both sexes, cannot be effectually 
insisted upon, because, in some 
regions, where there exists con- 
trary civil laws, it can be pre- 
vented both by lay authority 
and heretical ministers, even 
against the wishes of parents. 

“Lest such a grave law, which 
is both of the divine and natural 
order, be frustrated with great 
detriment to innocent souls, the 
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by W. M. Montafio 


Part IV 


Most Eminent and Most Rever- 
end Cardinals who are appointed 
to safeguard the integrity of 
faith and morals, in plenary ses- 
sion held on Wednesday, Janu- 
ary 13, 1932, having in mind the 
recent Encyclical of Our Most 
Holy Father entitled Casti Con- 
nubti, decided that it was their 
strict duty to notify and make it 
a matter of conscience binding 
upon all Bishops and Vicars and 
all those referred to by Canon 
Law 1044, who have the faculty 
of dispensing from the impedi- 
ment of mixed religion and dis- 
parity of cults, that this dispen- 
sation must never be granted 
unless the persons to be married 
first give assurance whose 
faithful execution no one may 
be able to prevent, even by the 
power of the civil laws to which 
one or other of the parties is 
subject in his present place of 
residence, or in any future place, 
if it can be foreseen that he is 


about to change his place , 
residence. Otherwise the gai 
dispensation is null and invalig? 
This was confirmed and majp 
law by Pope Pius XI on the fg}. 
lowing day: 

“On Thursday, the 14th of th 
same month, Our Most 
Lord Pius XI, by divine Prov. 
dence Pope, confirmed this rego. 
lution, and ordered it to have th 
force of public law, commanding 
all whom it concerns to obsery 
it and have it enforced. 


(Signed) A. Subrizj 
Supr. S. Cong. 
S. Officii Notarius,” 


EARING TROUBLE with the civil 

law in democratic countries, 
priests in general made no im. 
mediate effort at legal enforce 
ment of the signed conditions tp 
a mixed marriage. It was doubt 
ful if the simple form of agree 
ment as originally drawn 
would have been upheld by the 
civil law. Protestant public 
opinion in the United States was 
also definitely aroused against it. 
The Federal Council of Churches 
in America put themselves on 
record against it as follows: 

“Religion is a basic interest in 
human life, and differences of 
religion, if these are funda 
mental, may strain a marriage 
to the point of breaking, espe 
cially when they are aggravated 
by ecclesiastical interference. No 
religious body which confessed 
itself Christian can tolerate the 
imposition upon one of its own 
members of the requirements of 
another religious body by which 
the religious scruples of that 
member are aroused, or action 
repugnant to reason and com 
science is forced upon him by a 
authority which he does nd 
acknowledge . . . If either part 
ner enters upon the union ® 
a propagandist, determined 
through the intimacies of mar 
riage to subvert the religious 
faith of the other, disaster is 
imminent.” 

But the Inquisitional decree 
of 1932 left the Catholic bishops 
of America no alternative. kt 
solemnly bound them to find 4 
way to have the agreement # 
executed that the condition 
could be enforced by the civil 
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jw; else to nullify marriages 
jetween Catholics and Protes- 
tants, even when contracted by 
dispensation, if the conditions 
gre not carried out after the 
children are born. 

In order to meet the situation, 
therefore, a form of ante-nuptial 
contract has been devised in 
sme places which gives the 
Archbishop or his representa- 
tives the legal right to enforce 
each and every one of the con- 
ditions signed by the Protestant 
and Catholic parties to a mixed 
marriage should either or both 
of them subsequently fail to 
carry them out. 

Such a marriage therefore be- 
comes a three-cornered affair, 
a solemn contract between the 
two young people and an Arch- 
bishop. In reality, the two peo- 
ple not only marry each other, 
but also the Archbishop, since he 
has the right later on to dissolve 
the marriage if the conditions 
of the contract are not faithfully 
carried out. 


THE ANTE-NUPTIAL 
CONTRACTS — 


The form of the pre-nuptial 
contracts to be signed by both 
parties to a mixed marriage, as 
used in the Archdiocese of Mil- 
waukee, fills four pages. Copies 
are jealously kept from the pub- 
lic, and after being filled out and 
signed are not even left in pos- 
session of the parties signatory 
thereto. 

In these formidable contracts 
page one contains the attestation 
of the pastor of the Catholic 
party that the necessary require- 
ments have been fulfilled, includ- 
ing payment of fee. The 
questionnaire on pages two and 
three covers all the necessary 
requirements to make the mar- 
riage conform to Canon Law. 
Number 8 refers to the six to 


tant minister or a civil marriage 
officer. Such marriage is de- 
scribed as an “attempted” mar- 
riage, and the parties must 
“know” and be “sufficiently 
persuaded” that such a former 
marriage was altogether in- 
valid. Herein is the denial of the 
validity of Protestant and civil 
marriages. 


Following is a translation of 
the Latin Notanda on page 3: ; 
“Pastors must make sure that mixed marriage. f 
the non-Catholic party does not 4. If by a mixed marriage 
have the intention of entering the Catholic upbringing and 
only a union that is dissoluble education of children born of 
or onanistic. a prior marriage may result. 
“Pastors must also take care, 5. If in the locality there 
as gravely binding them in con- are few Catholics and 7 
science, that the parties, espe- non-Catholics but full liberty 
cially the non-Catholic, be given at the same time to enable 
at least six lessons in the essen- the couple and their children 
tials of Catholic doctrine, in the ‘© Practice the Catholic re- 

duties of husbands and wives ligion. 
toward each other and toward 6. If scandal or loss of 
their children, and concerning good name due to pregnancy 
the pledges required by Canon or other cause cannot be pre- 
1061, sec, 1, n. 2. The Pastor vented except by S mixed 
must testify in the application ares likewise cohabita- 
that at least these six periods of tion, if it is publicly known 
instruction have been given. oe to be known; preg- 
“Concerning fees:—By virtue peared eee - 
of the quinquennial faculties we Gditindaes as amine ae 
ae = eine deste etne bitter enmity (for the sake of 
to be married, who can afford it, ag, ne ot a te 
must pay the customary fee as ne marriage, especially if 
rightfully charged by the Curia chilictn have’ already been 
as follows: an offering of $2.00 hese 
for the Chancellery, which must ; 


never be omitted; an offering of 44° and dangerous familiarity 
$3.00 which is usually sent to ae eerces y 


the Holy See, unless the parties which cannot easily be broken 


1 : hich off. Loss of a woman’s good 
— ae we ee name because of suspicion 
case the pastor will make a spe- 


; ae about her. 
cial note of it in the form of 9. Grave danger of incon- 
application. 


tinence. 


easily to obtain the dispen- 
sation. 

2. A well-founded hope 
for the conversion of the Prot- 
estant party, especially if he 
seriously promises that he 
will be converted to the Cath- 
olic faith. 

3. A probable hope that a 
non-Catholic family favorable 
to the true faith will be 
brought into the Church by a 


NS dae 3S FRRBs 


“For the validity of a dispen- 
sation for mixed marriages it is 
very necessary that there be a 
grave and just cause (canon 
1061, sec. 1, n. 1., and 84, sec. 
eight weeks of instruction in the 1). We add here, for reference, 
Catholic religion which the non- @ few of these causes: 

Catholic party must undergo; 1. 
number 10 secures information 


“These are the more potent 
canonical causes. Curial practice 
makes allowance for other 
causes also, if they are grave 


SPAIN — the people 


are eager for the truth! 
"s 29 million people — 


If otherwise there is 
danger or fear of apostasy or 


as to whether either party be- 
longs to “the Masons or other 
condemned society.” 

_Of particular interest is sec- 
tion (b) of question number 12, 
When the parties have already 
been married before a Protes- 
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that the marriage will be cele- 
brated before a civil officer or 
a Protestant minister. The 
fear must be well-founded 
and a pastor should not give 
in to threats which are mere- 
ly made in order the more 


led so long by false- 
heed and error — must have 
ae the Truth that can set them 
free! Our missionaries reach 
the people. Your prayer support can help. 
Or. Zacaries P. Carles, General Director 
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and just, if not singly at least 
when many are taken together, 
due consideration being given to 
the gravity of the law from 
which dispensation is requested. 

“If the parties are actually 
living in concubinage, any scan- 
dal should be removed and the 
Catholic party properly disposed 
to receive the grace of God— 
after absolution from excom- 
munication if marriage has been 
already attempted before a 
Protestant minister (can. 2319, 
sec. 1, n. 1.), or before a civil 
magistrate (Fac. Archdioce, Ap- 
pendix ‘A’, sec. 1, n. 2a), and 
accompanied by the imposition 
of suitable and salutary peniten- 
tial acts. 

“Finally, we exhort pastors of 
souls always to keep in mind the 
prescriptions of canon 1064. For 
this is a grave obligation, both 
with regard to the precept of 
charity and one’s office in view 
of the great evils which may re- 
sult from mixed marriages to 
husbands and wives, to children 
and to the church.” 

The actual agreements to be 
signed are on page four. The 
first is signed jointly by both 
parties, the second by the Catho- 
lic party alone. Paragraph 4 of 


TRACTS 


THE GREATEST EXPOSURE OF ROME'S 
PAGAN DOCTRINES EVER PUT IN PRINT 


By L. J. KING 


Your heart will burn within as 
you read the testimonies of these 
priests and nuns. 


$1.25 per 100 or $8.00 per 1000. 
Assorted if desired. Postage paid. 


My Life In The Convent 
House of Death and Gate of Hell 
Roman Catholic Inventions 
Convent Brutality 
by Sister Mary Alberta 
Purgatory, or the Pope's Pawn Shop 
Money for Masses 
- Abolish the Nunneries 
and Save the Girls 
Jesus or Mary, Which? 
The Enemy Within Our Borders 
Danger Ahead 
When Roman Catholics 
Read the Bible 
Ye Must Be Born Again 
The Roman Pillars Are Falling 


— Enclose check or money order — 
BOOK AND BIBLE HOUSE 


Box 3598, University Station 
GAINESVILLE, FLORIDA 


SPSP MAP PPPS 


—_ 


— = 
wn 


24 


the joint agreement gives to the 
Archbishop or his representa- 
tives the right to enforce “each 
and every promise herein con- 
tained,” thereby empowering 
him to give “full force and effect 
to the agreement,” that is, in the 
civil law. One of the important 
clauses of the special agreement 
signed by the Catholic party con- 
cerns the marital conduct of 
husband and wife, especially as 
regards birth control. Question 
No. 9, on page 2, also refers to 
the agreement of both parties 
“to cohabitate properly,” that is, 
in strict accord with the stipula- 
tions of the moral theology of 
the Catholic Church. 


CAN THESE CONTRACTS 
BE ENFORCED? 


An important point regarding 
these formidable contracts as 
drawn up by the Roman Catho- 
lic Church is the question of 
their enforceability in American 
law. For if they can be enforced 
by the civil law, it would mean 
that if the parties failed to live 
up to them, then the Roman 
Catholic Church, in the person 
of an Archbishop, could proceed 
to declare the marriage null and 
void and take away the children 
from their parents. The parties, 
by signing these contracts, leave 
themselves open to this penalty, 
since they stipulate that they 
are entering the married state 
on the expressed condition that 
they will fulfill the terms of the 
contracts as laid down by the 
Roman Church. 

At one time the CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC received the opinion of 
one of the highest legal] authori- 
ties in the country on this point, 
after the contracts -were made 
public. The matter was taken up 
by the Law School of Yale Uni- 
versity and its findings were 
published in The Yale Law 
Journal of May 1941. It raised 
and answered the issue exactly 
as desired, namely, whether 
these completely un-American 
pre-marital contracts as drawn 
up by the Catholic Church on 
instruction from Rome could be 
upheld and enforced by the civil 
courts in America, and, if so, 
whether it would be advisable 
for the courts to do so. 


The opinion held that le 
these contracts could be enfores 
by the civil courts since they ay 
properly drawn up and 
entered into between the parties 
to be married and an Archbi 
of the Roman Catholic Church 
However, the opinion held fy. 
ther that it would be mog 
unwise for judges sitting jp 
American courts of law to ingig 
on their enforcement. To do » 
would be to flout one of the mogt 
sacred of American democratie 
traditions. In the opinion of the 
author of the article in The Yak 
Law Journal, to force an iggy 
that concerns a _ difference of 
religious opinion to a decision 
of the civil courts is not in keep. 
ing with our vital democratie 
principle of separation of church 
and state. 

This opinion warns Americay 
judges that it is advisable and 
necessary to adhere closely to 
the time-tested American tradi- 
tion of leaving matters of con- 
science to the decision of the in- 
dividuals concerned, and that the 
nullity or legality of marriage 
should never have to depend upon 
one’s religious beliefs. 

The test of the enforceability 
of these contracts will come 
when a Roman Catholic Areh- 
bishop petitions a _ court of 
American law to enforce them 
against some married couple who 
have signed them and have failed 
to live up to them after children 
have been born to their marriage. 

(To be continued) 
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THE 


GREATER 


MENACE 


by W. Stanley Rycroft 


Last summer at their Brazil Con- 
ference Presbyterian leaders took 
official cognizance of the debasing 
role played by the Roman Catholic 
Church in Latin America. With the 
accusing finger of Nathan the 
prophet, who declared to David 
"Thou art the man!" the Confer- 
ence noted that Roman Catholic 
indifferentism on the one hand and 
persecution on the other have paved 
the way for the onward march of 
communism. 


The Roman Church's need for 
Props for its prestige was under- 
scored by the lavish Eucharistic 
Congress, which doubtless filled the 
eye but left the heart hungry. 


FEBRUARY, 1956 


AMPINAS, Brazil, Aug. 1.—This 

city in southern Brazil, not far 
from Sao Paulo, has been the 
scene the past eight days of the 
first Presbyterian Conference of 
Latin America. Fifty leaders 
from Presbyterian churches in 
Brazil, Chile, Colombia, Cuba, 
Guatemala, Mexico, Puerto Rico 
and Venezuela, together with rep- 
representatives of three mission 
boards, met in a spirit of under- 
standing, respect and friendship, 
conscious of their oneness in 
Christ and their common purpose 
to serve him. The majority were 
Latin Americans. 

The message at the opening re- 
ligious service, brought by the 
moderator of the General Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian Church of 
Mexico, exalted the person, life, 
character, words and sacrifice of 
Jesus. It brought the listeners 
into the presence of the living 
Christ, and on that note the con- 
ference proceeded through the 
week. 


PROBLEMS FACED 
TOGETHER 


The delegates wrestled earnest- 
ly and prayerfully with a whole 
range of problems confronting 
them throughout Latin America. 
They considered how they might 
spread the gospel more effectively, 
prepare pastors and workers 
more adequately for the growing 
churches, serve the people of Lat- 
in America through educational 
and medical institutions based on 
Christian principles. They dis- 
cussed relations among churches 


and gave new meaning to the 
ecumenical movement. “Ecumen- 
icity,” they said, “is a spiritual 
movement in response to the long- 
ing expressed by Christ in John 
17:21 . . . which cannot be iden- 
tified exclusively with any specific 
organization or council. It moves 
toward a unity, in the love of 
Christ, of all believers who ac- 
cept the pure doctrines of the 
word of God and try to live by 
them.” 

Emphasis was placed on the 
work of lay men and women and 
their role in the evangelization of 
their communities—towns, indus- 
trial centers and rural areas—and 
in student work. The conference 
noted the threat of communism 
to the Evangelical churches and 
the people of Latin America. It 
concluded that the spread of com- 
munism in the world is due in 
some measure to many Christians’ 
lack of understanding of the prob- 
lems created by the misery, hun- 
ger and poverty of the masses. 


FiYDENT throughout, however, 

was the feeling that Roman 
Catholicism may constitute a 
greater menace in Latin America 
at the present time than commun- 
ism. The delegates declared that 
because of its lack of spiritual 
power and direction and its em- 
phasis on externals, the Roman 
church has produced “religious 
indifferentism” and has “brought 
discredit on real spiritual values, 
thus opening the way for com- 
munist propaganda.” They added: 
“Roman Catholicism is potential- 
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ly undemocratic, and it uses priv- 
ileged situations to persecute re- 
lentlessly those of other faiths. 
(It) is responsible for religious 
ignorance among the elite and for 
the illiteracy of the masses. It 
stimulates dictatorships and is a 
constant threat to religious liber- 
ty.” 

The Campinas conference de- 
clared that religious freedom, as 
well as freedom of conscience, is 
a gift from God, since He alone is 
Lord of the conscience. Therefore, 
it concluded, no government 
should “grant” religious freedom; 
rather, all governments should 
“guarantee” it. 

The delegates addressed a letter 
to the president of Colombia, la- 
menting the curb on religious 
freedom in that country and the 
closing since 1948 of 160 Protes- 
tant schools, thirty of them so far 
this year. They also wrote to the 
president and congress of Guate- 
mala urging them to maintain re- 
ligious freedom, equality of all 
religions before the law and con- 
tinuance of the lay school; to the 
president of Brazil urging him to 
resist the attempts of Roman 
clergy to consecrate the republic 
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus; and 
to the United States state depart- 
ment reminding it that in Latin 
America the Evangelicals are the 
best friends of that freedom and 
democracy for which the U.S. 
stands. 


CONTRAST IN RIO 
At the Campinas conference 


there were no pomp and splendor, 
no gun salutes and processions. 


Thus it was in marked contrast to 
another religious gathering which 
closed in Rio de Janeiro, less than 
300 miles away, the day the Cam- 
pinas meeting opened—the Ro- 
man Catholic International Eu- 
charistic Congress. That was a 
huge pageant, a spectacle such as 
only the Roman church knows 
how to stage. Published reports 
stated that 500,000 pilgrims came 
to Rio for the congress, including 
50,000 from foreign lands. Some 
residents of the city, however, 
questioned the latter figure. 
Costly preparations had been 
made for the congress, and prom- 
inent families vied with each oth- 
er for the privilege of entertain- 
ing visiting cardinals in their 
homes. Such privilege, this cor- 
respondent was told, cost a fam- 
ily about $1,300, and was granted 
on condition that a private room 
in which no one had ever slept, 
decorated in the cardinal’s colors, 
be provided, that a private chapel 
be availabie, and that a car with 
driver be on hand at all times. 


WHERE DWELLS 
THE CHRIST? 


The Roman Catholics could 
claim that Christ was with them 
in Rio. Had not they met, as 
stated, “for a mass affirmation of 
their faith in the eucharist, the 
bodily presence of Christ in the 
Blessed Sacrament”? At a given 
signal a high-ranking prelate un- 
rolled a Vatican parchment and 
read a papal bull, while a hundred 
torch-lighted vessels in Guanaba- 
ra bay escorted the Blessed Sac- 


ore and MISSIONARIES PLEAD for JEWISH CHRISTIANS 


One pastor from German 
1 starved Jewish families. 
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' They plead with us to help them. Please appeal to American Chris- 
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rament to the altar. Salutes 
fired and varicolored searc 
played on the surrounding hills, 

Undoubtedly this was a great 
spectacle. But many were led to 
ask: Does Christ come to the hy. 
man heart in this manner—with 
pomp and ceremony, gun salutes 
and searchlights? Might Chrigt 
not have more surely been present 
in the modest gathering at Cam. 
pinas, where people sought ways 
to further the gospel of the living 
Christ? (From the Christian Cen. 
tury, with permission.) 
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In like manner, Christ-life wil] 
show itself in action. When one 
is physically alive, it is not neces- 
sary to bid him breathe or see or 
hear or walk: he cannot help do 
ing these things. When Christ, 
who is the Life, dwells within, 
spiritual senses function in a 
greater and greater degree, in di- 
rect proportion to _ spiritual 
growth, in the same way physical 
senses develop in babes and chil- 
dren. 

Consequently, all sermons 
which bid men walk before they 
have told them where to get life, 
or bid them breathe before they 
have pointed to the source of life 
eternal, or bid them “Do, do, do!” 
without the strength of Christian 
vitality, fail in the great object 
and end of a sermon. 


FIMlty, the Apostle Paul says 

that they who have this Life 
are in every instance and every- 
where “alive unto God.” “Alive 
unto God” is the expression em- 
ployed by Paul to show the action 
and manifestation of that Life in 
a believer’s heart of which Christ 
is the fountain and the very sub 
stance. In other words, if we have 
truly received this life from on 
high which connects us with the 
Fountain that is there, wherever 
we go we will have a more @& 
less continuous sense of the all 
enveloping and _ encompassing 
presence of a Living Saviour. 

This, and nothing short of this, 
is a true and personal knowledge 
of Christ Jesus, who said, “I am 
the Way, the Truth, and & 
Life.” 
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ys, and hath given Himself for us 
offering and a sacrifice to God 
for a sweetsmelling savour. 

« _. Be filled with the Spirit; 

ing to yourselves in psalms 
ad hymns and spiritual songs, 
inging and making melody in 
your heart to the Lord.” (Eph. 
5:1, 2, 18, 19) 

“Let the word of Christ dwell 
jnyou richly in all wisdom ; teach- 
ing and admonishing one another 
in psalms and hymns and spirit- 
yal songs, singing with grace in 
yur hearts to the Lord. And 
whatsoever ye do in word or deed, 
do all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God and 
the Father by Him.” (Col. 3:16, 
17) 


Aus of the Gospel emphasis 
on the worship of Christ and 
His ministry through the agency 
of the Holy Spirit, we are forced 
to conclude that the blessing of 
persons, animals and inanimate 
objects, in the name of some saint, 
is alien to the pure teaching of 
or Lord and is, hence, Scriptural- 
ly unwarranted. As a matter of 
fact, Sullivan, a Catholic author 
who traces the history and use of 
many blessings, declares that the 
majority were introduced from 
the second to the nineteenth cen- 
turies’; and today we may add 
that many were admitted into the 
Roman Ritual in our own twenti- 
eth century. 

In such a clutter of things and 
rites and rubrics, of tangible ob- 
jects and sensory adjuncts in the 
service of worship, it is little won- 
der that so many Roman Catho- 
lies never enjoy the sweet fellow- 
ship of Him who said, “Come unto 
Me... learn of Me” (Matt. 11:28, 
29) and never heed the invitation 
% graciously extended, “Behold, 
Istand at the door, and knock: if 
any man hear My voice, and open 
the door, I will come in to him, 
and will sup with him, and he 
with Me.” (Rev. 3:20) 


‘Rituale Romanum (Ratisbonae, 


™). p. 498. 
*The Catholic Encyclopedia, Vol. II, 
p. 592. 


*Rituale Romanum, loc. cit.; S.R.C. 
(Sacred Congregation of Rites), Feb. 
1, 1924; A.A.S. (Acta Apostolicae Se- 
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Another Reformation? 
Another Luther? 


When Pope Pius XII launched 
the crusade “per un mondo migli- 
ore” in his February 10, 1952 
message to the Roman people 
(Catholic Mind, June, 1952), Fr. 
[Riccardo] Lombardi took the 
Pope’s wish for a command. In 
that message, repeated and ex- 
tended to a wider audience in 
later messages, the Pope warned 
of the dangers of moral collapse 
facing the world if it did not at 
once begin to rebuild itself upon 
sounder principles of life. “It is 
an entire world,” he cried, “which 
must be rebuilt from its founda- 
tions, transformed from savage 
to human, from human to divine, 
that is to say, according to the 
heart of God.” 

At the time, many people prob- 
ably took this challenge as a rhe- 
torical generality. Subsequent 
events have shown, however, that 
the Holy Father envisaged a pro- 
gram of action. Two themes dom- 
inate the crusade or movement: 
winning the world to Christ and 
internal renovation of the Church 
herself. 


Fr. Lombardi does not hesitate 
to call the movement a second 
Catholic Counter-Reformation, 
this time not against Protestant- 
ism, but against modern errors 
and their cultural inroads on all 
of us, Catholics included. In his 
book, Pio XII per un mondo migli- 
ore (Civilta Cattolica, 1954), he 
candidly says: 

“We want to begin the system- 
atic examination of our entire 
camp, to try in an organic way to 
review all our positions—intellec- 
tual, moral and practical—in the 
face of a world that has wan- 
dered far from our thought.” 


America, Dec. 10, 1955 





dis), Vol. XVI, p. 102: “Per interces- 
sionem S. Blasii Episcopi et Martyris, 
liberet te Deus a malo gutturis et a 
quodlibet alio malo. In nomine Patris 
et Filii et Spiritus Sancti. Amen.” 

*Thos. W. Mullaney, C. SS. R., Mat- 
ters Liturgical (New York and Cincin- 
nati, 1934), p. 425, nr. 666. 

*The Catholic ress loc. cit. 

* Wendell Holmes Rone, The Baptist 


Faith and Roman Catholicism (Kings- 


port, Tenn., 1952), pp. 234, 235. 
"Sullivan, The Visible Church, pp. 
119-173. 
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The Mind at Ease, by Alfred 
Doerffler (Concordia, 1955; 131 
pp., $1.95) 


The Book of Psalms, Israel’s 
ancient devotional treasury for 
temple and synagogue worship, 
has been a stimulus to courage 
and an inspiration to hope down 
through the ages. At various 
times in life, when the sharpness 
of suffering or frustration almost 
blurs our inward sight, we suc- 
cessfully turn to David’s “Tehil- 
lim,” the Songs of Praise (as the 
Psalms are called in the original 
Hebrew), to restore our spiritual 
vision. 

From this fertile stream of 
Jewish devotion, Alfred Doerffler 
has carefully panned a few golden 
nuggets that he has arranged in- 
to a set of sixty-seven short medi- 
tations, each beginning with a 
verse taken from a Psalm and 
ending with an appropriate pray- 
er. At the end of the book, he has 
included a number of longer 
prayers especially meant for the 
sickroom. 

Under an apparently fragmen- 
tary series of headings, one can 
easily discern in this book a tight- 
ly-knit logical sequence, that— 
through the intentional choice of 
topics for meditation—develops 
the thesis that the mind cannot be 
at ease as long as the sin and 
guilt problem remains unsolved. 
It is of no avail to keep our sins 
hidden away in some skeleton 
closet, known only to God and 
ourselves. 

Since the Cross of Christ is the 
ultimate apex of Christian wis- 
dom, it is in the shadow of the 
Cross that we find the solution to 
our problem. This may seem to 
be foolishness to the natural man. 
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But it is only so because that solu- 
tion issues from the mind of God 
and thus is grounded in a perspec- 
tive which transcends the limits 
of human wisdom. 


ROJECTED as it is in that eternal 

dimension, Doerffler’s book to- 
tally differs from the “best-seller” 
type that peddles the weak brand 
of a two-dimensional Christianity. 
It would doubtless prove too 
sharp in its taste and too tough in 
its texture for the delicate palate 
of the peace-of-mind cultists. 
Peace, as we can experience it in 
this life, cannot possibly be the 
peace of achievements. Happi- 
ness, as most envision it (in a 
materialistic sense), has little to 
do with Christian faith, for God’s 
victory in Christ was located be- 
yond the limits of this life. 


Our call is to do the will of God 
in a life which is full of sin and 
sorrow, and which ultimately 
ends in death. Even the Christian 
feels the sharpness of suffering 
in time of “visitation.” And he is 
not asked to disregard his trials 
as non-existent or to look at them 
as though distresses were no dis- 
tresses, and sorrows no sorrows. 


Of Job we read that before he 
pronounced the memorable words, 
“The Lord gave, and the Lord 
hath taken away; blessed be the 
name of the Lord” (Job 1:21), he 
felt and expressed the deepest 
pain and sorrow on receiving 
such catastrophic news: “Then 
Job arose, and rent his mantle, 
and shaved his head, and fell 
down upon the ground.” (v. 20) 

Suffering is real to the Chris- 
tian. But the Christian knows 
that the sufferings of this world 
are only a means in the hands of 


God for the realization of m a 


7 the earth cannot give man 
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redemption. The very fact tha 





he seeks and desires delivers him 
from his false expectations ang 
stirs up his yearnings for Para. 
dise lost. The disappointments of 
earth help focus man’s desires gp 
heaven, so that at the end of the 
way he may say: “Behold, it wag 
for my peace that I had great 
bitterness.” (See Isa. 38:17) 
Man’s faith must be measured by 
the Cross where a defeated May 
died. 

To pursue this spiritual jour. 
ney to Calvary hill and to accom. 
plish that cleansing from sip 
necessary to put our minds at 
ease is the aim of Doerffler’s 
book. Toward this end it is both 
stimulating and significant. 
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The Philosophy of Providence, 
by Pascal P. Belew (Higley Press, 
1955; 176 pp., $2.00) 








Surprisingly enough, this “Phil- 
osophy of Providence” begins 
with a confession of practical ex- 
perience with the subject at issue, 
One would have expected a soar- 
ing take-off into the wild blue 
yonder of pure “philosophical” 
speculation. In its stead, we are 
confronted with the moving ac- 
count of how “nearly a decade” 
of besetting failures and disap- 
pointments eventually matured 
into the writing of this treatise 
on Providence. 


During that period, the author's 
philosophy “was shaken to its 
center,” and his theology “was 
tested to its foundations.” Puri- 
fied by the harsh catharsis of such 
a long spiritual night, the author 
acquired a new, sharper definition 
and depth of focus in his compre- 
hension of spiritual things. “The 
trial was fierce, but it did some- 
thing for me. It lifted my sky- 
line, pushed out my horizon, clari- 
fied my vision, changed my per- 
spective, reconstructed my con- 
cepts, gave me a new motivation, 
and so centered my life in God, 
that, indeed, ‘Christ is all and in 
all.’”’ (p. 8) 

From this, one can see that 
there is a whole life-experience to 


back the concepts stressed in this 
book. 
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the first twelve chapters, 
ir. Belew schematically outlines 
what we could define as the gram- 
mar of Providence. The vast and 
emplex reality which we Chris- 
tians call Divine Providence is 
proken up into its multiple com- 
nts. This analysis sets forth 
anumber of divine constants— 
the logical premises that, through 
mutual interaction. bring about 
the endless modifications of the 
dernal pattern of God’s activity 
in the world. 
Having laid down the necessary 
foundation stones, the author 
s to a consideration of the 
more complex phenomena of 
prayer, preaching, temptation, 
and so on, and their respective 
roles in the Divine economy. 


Sem latter part of the book is 

devoted to an exposition of 
Providence at work in practical 
instances. This is considered en- 
tirely in the light of Biblical his- 
tory. The reader is invited to look 
into the composite pictures of the 
life-experiences of Joseph, Moses, 
Elijah, and Paul, as well as indivi- 


dual experiences in the lives of 
other Bible characters and the 
Hebrew nation as a whole. In the 
different and apparently unre- 
lated strands, the Mighty Hand 
which worked them into such 
magnificent masterpieces is re- 
vealed in all its glory and omnip- 
otence. 

The book, grounded as it is on 
Biblical revelation, is solid read- 
ing. It should prove an effectual 
remedy to the inclination we may 
have, in times such as these, to 
consider ourselves as_ pebbles 
caught in a flood and to forget 
that God is still the master-mind, 
the One who alone controls the 
affairs of men and in whose Prov- 
idence our human comedy is al- 
lowed to run its course. 

On the jacket of the book ap- 
pears a familiar and appropriate 
stanza from the pen of William 
Cullen Bryant: 

“He who, from zone to zone, 

Guides through the boundless 
sky thy certain flight, 

In the long way that I must 

tread alone, 
Will lead my steps aright.” 
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MOTTOES AND CERAMIC WARE 

“*Glow in the Dark’’ Mottoes — Plastic, cut-out 
mottoes with Scripture texts each 35¢ 
Ceramic Scroll Plaque — floral design, choice of 
Lord's Prayer, Psalm 47:5, John 3:16 each $1.00 
Mirror Pictures — masterpieces of sacred art 
framed in clear mirror with gilt borders 


each 50¢ 
Luminous Desk Motto — dignified cross with 
gold-stamped text each 35¢ 


INSPIRATIONAL RECORDS 
© Beautiful Garden of Prayer—an RCA 45 RPM 
album by George Beverly Shea 
Large selection of RCA Victor and Singspiration 
sacred recordings, featuring Beverly Shea, 
Blackwood Brothers, Billy Graham and others. 
Our Bookstore carries thousands of other items, 
including gifts for Sunday school prizes, maps, 
song books, flanneigraph materials, church 
supplies. 
Shop at the Christian Publications Bookstore 
— easy one-stop shopping for all your needs 
friendly, courteous service 
wide selections 
convenient location 
Store Hours: 9-5 Daily 


9-6 Wednesdays 
9-4 Saturdays 


GIVE CHRISTIAN GIFTS FOR EASTER — SHOP EARLY FOR WIDER SELECTION 


CHRISTIAN PUBLICATIONS BOOKSTORE ° 690 Eighth Avenue (between 43rd and 44th Sts.) New York 36, N. Y. 
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The Miracle of Lourdes 


Dear Dr. Montano: 


As one of your regular sub- 
seribers and readers, I fee] it 
worth while to write directly to 
you regarding the Book Section 
in the current Reader’s Digest, 
condensing The Miracle of 
Lourdes by Ruth Cranston. It is 
well written, and already, among 
those I know here, I see its pos- 
sible effects and dangers to the 
nominal “Protestant,” especially 
to the physician of that variety. 
For, if even one of the claimed 
cures is really as recorded, veri- 
fied by independent doctors, fol- 
lowing equally independent and 
certain medical diagnosis of a far- 
advanced disease unmistakable on 
clinical, radiological and bacteri- 
ological grounds—then, not to ar- 
gue over terms, there has been a 
miracle. 


Of course, even if such be the 
case, it is incredibly illogical to 
argue that therefore the Roman 
Catholic Church, its practices and 
its worship are ipso facto proved 
true. And yet, how many people 
realize that miraculous physical 
healing does not have to be 
brought about, as though by some 
fixed law, through the agency of 
a beneficent or “good” spiritual 
personality, that is, it need not 
come from God—or good? Scrip- 
ture and secular history alike tes- 
tify to the miraculous brought 
about by the forces of evil. 

Rather must the question be 
approached from the other direc- 
tion: in the light of the facts of 
Apostolic practice and Scriptural 
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record it must be asked whether 
or not the Roman Church has any 
right to its claim to sole posses- 
sion, or indeed any pure posses- 
sion, of Christian doctrine and 
worship. Consider alone its cen- 
tral doctrine, that of the Mass. 
I say, with great confidence, that 
anyone who has compared, sin- 
cerely and prayerfully, the teach- 
ing in the Epistle to the Hebrews 
on the “once-offered”’ sacrifice of 
Christ with the teaching of the 
Catechism of the Council of Trent 
on the sacrifices of the Mass— 
any such person will surely and 
forever be convinced that the two 
can never be reconciled. 


If Rome is wrong, then, in 
claiming that Christ the Saviour 
is re-offered on its altars, in the 
daily re-enaction of Calvary, her 
worship is not only useless to for- 
give men’s sins, it is blasphemous 
before God. Is her teaching on 
Mary’s place in God’s economy 
any more accurate or Scriptural? 
Mary’s greatest shrine is at 
Lourdes; is the very Procession 
of the “Blessed Sacrament” past 
the sick there an abomination to 
God? Then how much else in that 
place is blessed by Him? Is the 
high place ascribed to Mary ap- 
proved by Him? Has He estab- 
lished Lourdes (and Fatima and 
the rest) as places of exception 
to His own purpose that Christ 
Jesus should, nay, must, be the 
only Mediator between God and 
men? No, a _ thousand times. 
Again I ask: if there has indeed 
been a genuine cure at Lourdes— 
one past disputing in any medical 
center of the world—what spiri- 
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tual agency brought it about? ff 
not God, who then was it? 

. . . | wish to ask if you hay 
written on Lourdes on the abow 
lines, rather than on the mor 
often-traveled approach to expoge 
the undoubtedly questionable, and 
probably fraudulent, aspects of 
the place . . . I for one, and I am 
sure thousands more, would wel 
come an authoritative Scriptural 
article from your pen, backed by 
your usual careful research . ., 

(DR.) LESLIE ARCHER 
Windsor, Ontario 


A Question of Loyalty 


Dear Dr. Montajfio: 


I am enclosing a copy of my 
recent letter to Mr. David Lay. 
rence, editor of U. S. News and 
World Report, because I feel it 
will interest your readers... 


HERBERT C, HOLDRIDGE 
Brig. Gen., U. S. Army (Ret,) 


Sherman Oaks, California 


(Copy) 
Dear Mr. Lawrence: 


As an observant citizen and as 
nominee for the office of Vice 
President of the United States for 
the Prohibition Party, I have 
been expecting the development 
of a “Catholic Action” political 
movement within the United 
States, perhaps under the sway 
of Senator McCarthy, but was not 
prepared to see it emerge with 
you as its High Priest, advocating 
the nomination of Governor 
Frank J. Lausche of Ohio for the 
Presidency under the Democratic 
Party, as you do in your Decem- 
ber 9th edition . . . I am willing 
to agree that Governor Lausche, 
like Governor Al Smith before 
him, is a man who would like 
very much to be a loyal American 
citizen, and undoubtedly believes 
that he is one, but he already has 
three strikes against him on the 
issue of Vaticanism. 

The issue is misstated as one of 
Church (Religion) vs. State. Itis 
actually one of State vs. State— 
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ihe domination of our govern- 
and our institutions by a 
gular, political dictator, the 
in Rome, who stands histor- 
ially as the enemy of every free- 
jom established under our Bill of 
Rights and our Declaration of In- 
dependence. The issue of freedom 
gf religion enters the argument 
aly because this foreign dictator, 
masquerading as the head of a re- 
gion, demanding the protection 
af freedom of religion established 
by our Constitution, denies free- 
dom of religion to all other reli- 
gons, and imposes his own con- 
cepts even upon American citi- 
gns wherever his authority ex- 
tends, Spain, for example! The 
underlying enmity of the Papacy 
toward our freedoms is defined in 
the Syllabus of Errors of Pope 
Pius IX, in the Encyclicals of Leo 
XII, and in voluminous pro- 
nouncements of the Vatican and 
its hierarchy, some of which are 
compiled in the pamphlet of Mr. 
Raywood Frazier [Catholic Words 
ad Actions]. These pronounce- 
ments have never been modified 
... and are still imposed upon 
every member of the hierarchy 
and upon every Roman Catholic, 
Governor Al Smith notwithstand- 


ing. 

It is understandable that Gov- 
ernor Lausche may not have been 
confronted with any critical is- 
sues involving these policies of the 
Vatican, for his own indoctrina- 
tion would assure conformity in 
any event, and besides the Vati- 
can does not always take its mem- 
bers into its confidence. But in 
the showdown he would have no 
choice . . . 


Every Roman Catholic is faced 
with a conflict of dual political 
loyalty as between his pledge of 
allegiance to the Pope and his 
loyalty to our Constitution. These 
two are diametrically opposed and 
can never be reconciled. One or 
the other must give way. All that 
Ihave asked of any Roman Cath- 
dlic—a reasonable request — is 
that he recant on his political 
loyalty to the Pope, and declare 
his sole political loyalty to be to 
our Constitution. Thus far not 
ome Roman Catholic of the many 
whom I have faced with this chal- 
lenge has dared reject political 
loyalty to the Pope. I doubt if 
Governor Lausche would dare to 
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do so. Even if he were elected 
President and took the same 
stand that Peron dared take, he 
too, would be summarily de- 
posed... 

Under the McCarran Act any- 
one who takes an oath or affirma- 
tion of allegiance to a foreign po- 
litical state voids his citizenship 
in the United States. Every mem- 
ber of the hierarchy is sworn in 
loyalty to the Pope, a foreign sec- 
ular ruler, and every Roman 
Catholic is pledged in loyalty day 
by day. Therefore, it is manda- 
tory that the Attorney General 
cancel the citizenship of all those 
who fail to repudiate that alle- 
giance. Until they do so, we have 
within our society some 25 mil- 
lion enemy aliens who owe loyalty 
to a hostile foreign state... 

Not only is Governor Lausche 
not qualified for the office of Pres- 
ident of the United States, he is 
not even qualified under the laws 
of the land for citizenship in the 
United States. All other argu- 
ments presented in your apology 
of Governor Smith become non 
sequitur in the face of this practi- 
cal situation .. . 

As a candidate I am grateful 
to you for bringing this situation 
into the open thus early in the 
campaign, so that it can be settled 
through free public discussion in 
the American manner... As a 
soldier, I am sworn to defend the 
Constitution of the United States 
against all enemies. I recognize 
the forces of the Vatican as the 
traditional enemies of our Consti- 
tutional freedoms, forces from 
which our colonists fled to build a 
new world of personal liberty. 
The drive of the Vatican is al- 
ready under way for complete 
control of our country, and in this 
ambition it constitutes a grave 
menace to our country. I must, 
therefore, stand against this 
threat, and for our Constitu- 
tion... 

HERBERT C. HOLDRIDGE, etc. 


Hollywood and the Bible 


Dear Dr. Montajfio: 


. . . I am returning the ten 
copies of the October issue. As a 
born-again Christian I do not 
have the liberty in giving out this 
magazine with the article about 


the films produced in Hollywood. 
I saw the “King of Kings” before 
I was born again and thought it 
wonderful. There is nothing dis- 
torted in its presentation, but 
[because of] the fact that ungod- 
ly people play the part of Chris- 
tians and that it is produced by 
ungodly people, I do not want any 
part in giving this to people who 
do not know the Lord and whom 
I am endeavoring to win to my 
blessed Saviour. 

I do think your attitude is cor- 
rect in that Hollywood is con- 
trolled by Roman Catholicism and 
that pictures are being produced 
very favorably in their behalf. I, 
myself, do not attend the movies, 
want no part or parcel with them, 
and certainly do not want to even 
give anything in favor of them. 
Your criticism is correct and just. 
The picture of the two pastors 
shown with Mr. Cecil B. DeMille 
would be distasteful to me in 
showing the magazine to ungodly 
people... 

I do enjoy the CONVERTED 
CATHOLIC magazine and speak of 
it to misinformed people about 
the trickery of the . . . Catholic 
Church. 


EDYTHE NELSON 
Chicago, Illinois 


Spain and the 
Sacred Heart 


Dear Dr. Montajio: 


. . . We have been informed 
that the plan to consecrate Brazil 
to the “Coracao de Jesus” was 
rejected by Sr. Cafe Filho. The 
information we have is that the 
Baptists knew of this plan two 
weeks before it was presented 
and prepared a letter asking Sr. 
Cafe Filho not to accept the plan. 
What further word you might be 
able to give us about this shall be 
greatly appreciated. 

I have often wondered as I 
read your magazine if it reaches 
our President Mr. Eisenhower. 
Do you have any way of know- 
ing? No doubt, if possible, such 
informative literature as this is 
kept from him. Prayer, though, 
is the penetrating weapon we all 
can wield, and how our beloved 
America needs it now! 


L. V. SHARP 
Manaos, Brazil, S. A. 
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Rev. John LaFarge, 


associate editor of the Catholic 
weekly America, told the Inter- 
racial Council of Fordham Uni- 
versity that Northerners should 
eliminate their own race preju- 
dice before castigating the South 
for segregation. 

Father LaFarge said the prac- 
tices of a Catholic fraternal or- 
ganization, the Knights of Colum- 
bus, were an example of Northern 
prejudice. 

“There are hardly any councils 
of the Knights of Columbus which 
admit Negroes,” he said. Of those 
that do, he added, one of the first 
was in San Antonio, Tex. (Rocky 
Mountain News, Oct. 30, 1955) 


Dr. Karl Sax 


“. . . Dr. Sax says that the 
Catholic and Communist opposi- 
tion to birth control deprives the 
modern world of its only chance 
of moving intelligently toward a 
workable balance between popu- 
lation and subsistence resources. 

“There are probably few com- 
petent demographers and human 
ecologists—including those of the 
Communist and Catholic faiths— 
who do not privately admit to 
themselves that this is so. But 
they don’t say it publicly—not if, 
like Alva Myrdal, they work for 
the United Nations or its affili- 
ated agencies, WHO, FAO and 
UNESCO; not if they are de- 
pendent upon the subsidies of 
private foundations; not if they 
- wish to avoid excommunication 
by the Catholic Church or liquid- 
ation by the Communist party. 

“So that the bottleneck of glob- 
al survival is not soil fertility, 
nor minerals, nor energy. Nor is 
it lack of a technical means of 
family limitation. No, it is a si- 
lence, a censorship. Bowing: to 
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this censorship, the Rockefeller 
Foundation, writes Dr. Sax, abor- 
ted a promising birth control 
project in Mexico. Yielding to the 
power of the Catholic hierarchy, 
the Government of Puerto Rico 
ignored the recommendation of 
its Legislature that birth control 
measures be instituted.” (Review 
by James Rorty of Standing 
Room Only, by Karl Sax, in The 
New Leader, Sept. 12, 1955) 


Dr. John J. Kane. 


University of Notre Dame soci- 
ologist: The position of Roman 
Catholics in American life is “not 
much better than a century ago.” 
In spite of the growth in the 
number of Catholics, they are 
“creeping” rather than “striding” 
forward in America. Catholics in 
this country have achieved emi- 
nence in the clergy, law and 
education and as writers, bank- 
ers, physicians and business exec- 
utives, but few gained acclaim in 
the social or natural sciences. 
(Associated Press, December 31, 
1954) 


John LaFarge, 


associate editor of America, Jesu- 
it magazine: “Nearly 100 years 
ago, Orestes A. Brownson (1803- 
1876), social reformer, political 
thinker, literary critic and lay 
theologian, complained that he 
was being regarded as a bad 
Catholic because of his strong 
stand for political liberty: 
“Just now, popular opinion 
among Catholics as among non- 
Catholics identifies Catholicity 
and despotism, and the contro- 
versialist who seeks to prove 
that the Catholic religion has 
no natural association with des- 
potism but is favorable to liber- 
ty and the inherent rights of 


man runs the risk of bein 
nounced on all hands as 
Catholic. 


“He also complained that 1 
who invaded the enemy’s 
and tried to meet the ration 
scientists on their own gro 
using the current termir 
and framework of thought, 
curred suspicion of being int 
tual liberals. 

“Most of the political ¢ 
that Brownson defended ig 
day would arouse in ours né 
table suspicion. He was an 
Abolitionist and advocate of 
versal human rights, regar 
of race, creed or color: a pos 
which is now generally ace¢ 
even in quite conservative ¢ 
He was imilitantly pro-Ame 
a tremendous admirer of 
American system of governn 
and went so far as to say: * 
system is no invention of 
creation of the convention, Bi 
given us by Providence if 
living constitution of the An 
can people.’ 

“Such sentiments today 
pass muster. American Ca’ 
go so far as to hang an Amé 
flag in the church sanctuar 
practice which deeply sho 
pious German priest who vig 
our office some time ago. He 
in the practice a display of} 
tionalism.’ But when Dr. B 
son, in his oration at an an 
Fordham College commencef 
expressed the notion that 
lics could and really ought 
proud of being good Amerie 
Archbishop Hughes of New 
was so scandalized that he wal 
off the platform. 4 

“(It was in reparation for 
humiliation, I believe, that B 
ham University a few years) 
arranged to have the impres 
bronze bust of Brownson remit 
from Riverside Park at 
Street and transferred to” 
Fordham campus.) 4 

“At the end of his life, says 
Alvan S. Ryan in his very € 
lent Brownson Reader (Ken 
1955, 370 p. $4.50), Brownse 
came worried over the reproa 
hurled at him and made a cw 
retraction of his previous 
But his words remain and 
are not without application 
own times.” (America, Decet 
10, 1955) 
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